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EXCELLENCE 

IS A PRODUCT OF INTENTION 



Excellence is a culmination of the right choices made for the right reasons. 



www.seamy.com 


Its aim is not only to satisfy, but also to delight. For a boat to be excellent, 
it must deliver on all levels, through technological advances that instill pride 
and confidence, and design choices that ensure comfort and contentment. 
Performance, convenience, innovation, ease - Sea Ray calibrates these qualities 
for maximum impact, producing a luxury sport boating experience unlike any 
other: The SIX Experience. Orchestrated Excellence. 


LAUNCH INTO LIVING 





C50 COMMAND BRIDGE 


C43 COUPE 


C40 COMMAND BRIDGE 


C37 COUPE 


C34 COMMAND BRIDGE 


CARVER HULL DESIGNS 
LET YOU GO FARTHER, FASTER, 
AND WITH MORE COMFORT 

The true measure of a boat is when you actually get 
out on the water. All the glitz and jazzy electronics 
are small comfort when you're bouncing from wave 
top to wave top or wallowing in the troughs. That's 
why Carver designs and builds boats for maximum 
cruising enjoyment, regardless of sea conditions. 

Even at the dock, we've taken measures to give you 
more room and a seamless indoor-outdoor living 
space designed especially for relaxed entertaining 
and overnight comfort. 

No wonder Carver Yachts is taking the marine 
industry by storm. Sea trial one at your Carver 
Yachts dealer today. 



Modified V-hull with Plumb 
Bow: slices through head seas. 


Hard chine: controls side-to-side rocking. 


Knockdown rail: keeps water from 
running up the hull. 


Lifting strake: provides added lift. 


I4'degree deadrise: lifts stern 
and increases speed. 






CARVERYACHTS.COM 


See The Difference. 











LUXURY YACHTING WITHOUT LIMITS 


INFUSED WITH AN ADVENTUROUS SPIRIT THE TIARA Q 44 IS THE REINTERPRETATION OF LUXURY 
ADVENTURE YACHTING, A FUSION OF SOPHISTICATION WITH THE DEMANDS OF MODERN YACHTING, 

THE EPITOME OF FUNCTIONALITY, ITS FULL WALK-AROUND CAPABILITIES, WATERCRAFT/TOY STORAGE, BRIDGE AND 
LOUNGE SEATS VIA PORT AND STARBOARD ENTRIES WITH ISLAND STYLE OUTDOOR GALLEY ARE JUST SOME OF THE 
FEATURES THROUGH WHICH THE Q 44 DEFINES A NEW ADVENTURE YACHTING SEGMENT 

MULTIPLE AND EASILY ACCESSIBLE SOCIAL ZONES ALLOW FRIENDS AND FAMILIES OF ALL AGES TO EXPERIENCE A 
MYRIAD OF WATERPLAY ACTIVITIES, EXTERIOR GRILLING AND DINING DELIGHTS ALONG WITH LUXURY LOUNGING VIA 
CONVERTIBLE SUN PAD, ELEGANT CABIN AND AFT COCKPIT AREAS. 


POWERED BY 



Attention, perfectionists, idealist, 
and the truly obsessed everywhere. 


Design Your Dream at www.CobaltBoats.com. 





The A40 Coupe comes from a full line of hand-crafted Cobalt models, one of which is precisely matched to your wishes. 
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Life 
who are 


is better surrounded by family, 
surrounded by fine upholstery. 


To experience the finer things in life, choose one of the finest things on the water. Four Winns® has 
a reputation for impeccable American craftsmanship, elegant design and one of the smoothest rides on 
the water with our Stable-Vee® hull. It all makes for a richer experience. And a more beautiful ride. 







FOURWINNS.COM 



JANUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2015 

for details: fourwinns.com 


FOURWINNS 


Life should be a beautiful ride. 


© 2016, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. 
®/TM signifies trademarks of Four Winns, LLC or suppliers. 
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Experience the exceptional attention to detail in every Grady-White including 
the incomparable SeaV^® hull performance. Visit us at winter shows, dealer 
showrooms or gradywhite.com to learn more! 




Grady-White boats are factory rigged 
with reliable Vamaha outboard power. 


GRADY-WHITE BOATS 

Exceptional attention to detail, 
www.grady wh ite.com 

©2016 Grady-White Boats, Inc, 










Since 1991, our customers hove been 
trusting Crownline to build them the boat 
of their dreams. From the beginning, we 
set our standards high: ongoing innovative 
designs, uncompromising quality and total 
dedication to customer satisfaction! 

In celebration of our 25th anniversary, 
we proudly introduce the new Crownline 
225 SSI This new bowrider is built on 
Crownline's proven F.A.S.T. Tab® hull for 
the best ride on the water. Its cutting edge, 
sexy style lines and innovative new design 
features must be seen to be appreciated. 
Check one out at your nearest Crownline 
dealer today. 



STYLING. QUALITY-COMMITMENT 


11884 Country Club Rd. West Frankfort, IL 62896 
WWW. crownline, com 
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Editorial 

By Kevin Falvey 

J 



Going to a Boat Show 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN EXPERIENCED? 


T heboat-showmetamorphosis 

began about 10 years ago. Once 
simple gatherings of boats where 
thousands of Top-Sider-shod men 
congregated while trying to look saltier than 
their fellow attendees, boat shows have 
slowly, but inexorably, become elaborate 
family-consumer events. Seminars that cater 
to novices and those with years of sea time 
alike, entertainment for children, interactive 
demonstrations, and a bill of fare that’s as far 
a cry from cold hot dogs and flat beer as 
Iceland is from Miami represent the makings 
of a modern, top-tier boat show. In fact, the 
word “experience” can be used to describe 
boat shows with little risk of being charged 
with hyperbole. 

One of the better examples of the 
boat-show experience occurs next month, 
opening on February 11. Of course, I am 
talking about the Miami International Boat 
Show (formally and officially known as the 
Progressive Miami International Boat Show 
and Strictly Sail). The Miami Show, as it 
is often referred to colloquially by boaters, 
includes all the attributes cited above, 
and intends to blow out the experience 
of the boat-show experience this year by 
incorporating even more boat sea trials 
and actual on-the-water use of marine 
accessories than ever before. 

If you are a boating-industry follower, 
then you probably know that the Miami 
International Boat Show has a new 
location: the Miami Marine Stadium Park 
and Basin on Virginia Key, just south of 
downtown Miami. As opposed to its former 
location, the Miami Show is now sited 
on a subtropical island. Could there be a 
better location at which to ogle, admire, 
and consider the purchase of a new boat 


or upgraded marine gear? 

But if you know about the new location, 
you likely also know that there has been 
much controversy and local brouhaha 
revolving around this site’s selection. 

Ahh, politics. 


4 In fact, the word 
“experience” can be used 
to describe boat shows with 
little risk of being charged 
with hyperbole. 


Let it alone. As boaters, we need to keep 
our eyes on the prize, the first of which 
is that a show, such as the one in Miami, 
provides an unparalleled opportunity at 
which to see, board and compare all the 
boats on our wish list. At a show, we can 
connect with the brokers needed to sell our 
existing boat, the money people needed to 
finance the new one, and the accessory and 
service suppliers to make either into the stuff 
of dreams. 

Like the man said, the happiest days 
of a boater’s life are the day the boat is 
bought and the day the boat is sold. In my 
experience, most boaters come out of that 
scenario still owning a boat. And that’s a 
good thing. 

Enjoy the issue. 
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NEW YEAR, NEW PRICING ON SELECT WHALER MODELS! 

This season, enjoy special savings on Boston Whaler models across the lineup. From the nimble Montauk and 
Super Sport, to the versatile Dauntless and Vantage, to the bold Outrage and Conquest, every Boston Whaler 
delivers innovative design, purposeful amenities, and unbeatably safe, smooth, reliable performance. It all 
adds up to Gore Confidence — for a more enjoyable time on the water. 

Visit bostonwhaler.com for details and to find qualifying models, or contact your local Boston Whaler dealer. 


BOSTON 

WHAL£R 


Making Waves 


ON BOARD WITH ... 

Omink 

Social-Media 

FishingStar 

For the generation 
brought up on social 
media, the fastest way to 
make a name for yourself 
is with a presence on 
Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube or instagram. 
Case in point: Darcizzle 
(real name DarcieArahill), 
who, as of press time, had 
over 60,000 followers on 
Instagram. We caught up 
with her between fishing 
trips.- Pete McDona/cf 


MORE 

ONLINE! 



To read the full 
interview online, go 
toboatingmag.com/ 
darcizzle. 



So how did you get the nickname? 

I was on the track team at Killian High 
School in the Miami/Kendall area grow- 
ing up. Last time i checked, i still hold the 
female mile record {5:Z8)! So I was 
pretty fast and that is where the “sizzle” 
part comes in. Combined with Darcie, it 
became Darcizzle! 

You started fishing at 3 years old. 

Snorkeling for lobster and fishing for 
snapper in Biscayne Bay. My dad started 
taking me out from the ramp in 
Homestead as early as I can remember. A 


^ lot of the memories involve breaking 
down in our old Gheenoe and getting 
I stuck in rain and thunderstorms. 

How often do you get out? 

; Every possible chance every weekend, 
weather permitting, if i am not traveling 
around the state shooting my YouTube 
show with other great captains, we are 
fishing out of Boynton Beach inlet. We 
I often go before or after work. With the 
Gulf Stream so close to shore here in 
I South Florida, you can catch wahoo, sail- 
I fish, mahi - almost anything - before 
I or after a normal 9-to-5 work day. 


I What kind of boat do you 
normally fish from? 

I Our boat is the SeaDek Pro-Line, it’s a 
I Z3 Pro-Line Super Sport all decked out by 
I SeaDek. It’s a great all-around boat. 

I 

I Do you get recognized a lot? 

I All the time! it’s really great. At events, 

I like boat shows or iCAST, it can be a bit 
I overwhelming, i’m just a girl that likes to 

I fish, really. 

s 

1 

I What is the main message you try 
I to send to your audience? 

I My main message is that kids in general. 


and especially girls, really need to be out 
there fishing at an early age, as early as 
possible. I really believe that being out- 
doors, boating, fishing and doing stuff, 
builds self-esteem, confidence and 
maturity. This will make them into 
strong, independent women. 

What is your ideal day? 

Sleeping in and getting to the boat and 
the baitwell is already totally blacked 
out with live goggle-eyes and pilchards. 
We catch a wahoo, a sailf ish and a mahi, 
and head in for some iced coffee, and 
someone else cleans the boat! 
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leanneau Leader 46 



Our new flagship takes your life on the water to a whole 
new level. Explore the spacious, sunlit open plan with cock- 
pit galley and multifunction seating. Revel in the legendary 
Jeanneau quality and performance. Choose your layout of 
luxurious accomodations below and a wide range of power 
and options. Visit the Leader 46 atjeanneau.com. 

Power options: 

2 X 370-hp Volvo Penta D6-370 DP (Joystick available) 

2 X 400-hp Volvo Penta D6-400 DP (Joystick available) 

2 X 435-hp IPS600 D6 with Joystick 



Email: info@jeanneau.conn • Phone:410-280-9400 
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^ M\He>N Exclusive Progro/ns ^ 
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/ CANCELLED? ' 
NON-RENEWED?^ 
SKYROCKETING RAlfs?| 

« VVE CAN HELP^i. 
I ffCALLTODAYr # 


Member: Professional Insurance Agents Association 
Better Business Bureau 

One Pleasant Avenue, Pt. Washington, NY 1 1050 
Toll Free: 

Fax: 516-704-2285 • Web: www.totalclollar.com 
E-mail: info@totalclollar.com 

Sy Goldberg, NJ John Posey, TX 


Buzz Fyhrie, FL 


For over 48 years Total Dollar has built 
0 first-rate reputation, 
providing expertise that's second to 
none. You'll get custom-tailored 
insurance — agreed value hull, 
liability and special coverage, plus 
personalized service and rates that 
won't gouge your pocket. 

Call us 7 days a week at: 

800 - 962-5659 


^FOR COMPARISON’S SAKE 


FuelAdditives 

Ethanol in fuel worries boaters even more now, with the introduction of gasoline 
with 15 percent ethanol, or E15. Some of the biggest names in fuel-system addi- 
tives have come out with their own products to combat the effects of ethanol. 
Here are three of the most popular . — Eric Colby 



Starbrite | 

Star Iron | 

THE PUMP: star Iron, from | 

the Star brite company, | 

uses enzyme technology to | 

break down excess water I 

and sludge in fuel, reducing | 

them to submicro sizes so | 

they can be safely burned | 

off during engine operation. | 

it prevents the formation | 

of gums and other solids | 

that clog carburetors and | 

fuel injectors. One ounce | 

treats up to 16 gallons of | 

gasoline, it not only works I 

for ethanol issues, but it | 

can also increase power and | 

improve efficiency. | 

THE GAS: The company | 

claims it will stabilize stored | 

fuel for up to two years. | 

PRICE: $14.79 for 8 ounces; | 

starbrite.com | 



Sta-BH 

360 Marine Ethanol 
Fuel Treatment and 
Stabilizer 

THE PUMP: The only addi- 
tive claiming to have the 
ability to prevent corrosion 
both above and below the 
fuel line, it helps remove 
water from the fuel, treats 
and protects against etha- 
nol, and stabilizes gasoline 
for up to 12 months. For in- 
season use, 1 ounce treats up 
to 10 gallons, and to store, 
use 1 ounce for 5 gallons of 
fuel held in the tank. 

THE GAS: Sta-Bil claims to 
emit a vapor that protects 
fuel-system components 
from problems, like corro- 
sion, that others don’t. 

PRICE: $32.99 for 12 ounces; 
goldeagle.com 



I ValvTBCt 

I Ethanol Gasoline 
I Treatment 

I THE PUMP: Formulated 
I and developed with the 
cooperation of petroleum 
refiners, it has been tested 
to prevent ethanol and 
■ entrained moisture in the 
gasoline from dropping to 
i the bottom of the fuel tank. 
^ The ValvTect product con- 
J tains a corrosion inhibitor 
I and a detergent to prevent 
I i ntake-valve deposits and 
to clean fuel injectors, it 
I stabilizes fuel for up to a 
year, and 1 ounce treats 
: 10 gallons of gas. 

: THE GAS: Claims to be 
f manufacturer and ASTM 
verified as effective. 

^ PRICE: $15.49 for 12 ounces; 
& valvtect.com 







INCHES OF SNOW THAT FELL IN 
BOSTON LAST FEBRUARY 


INCHES OF SNOW THAT FELL IN 
MIAMI LAST FEBRUARY 

(A CASE FOR ATTENDING THE MIAMI 
INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW) 


PHOTOS: (FROM LEFT) COURTESY STAR BRITE, COURTESY STA-BIL, COURTESY VALVTECT; 
ILLUSTRATIONS: DESIGNED BY FREEPIK; STATISTICS: COURTESY WEATHER.COM 












DISCOVER MORE.^ 


Don’t just rely on pointing your bow to find the fun. Create your own 
entertainment amongst your family and friends right here between the'^ 
gunnels. Getting to your destination is half of it. How you get there is the 
other half. Doing both aboard a Scout is all of it. 

We design and manufacture world class luxury models from 1 7’ to 42’, each 
one packed with timeless innovations, technology and trendsetting features. 
Alluring lines, high performance and a history of commitment blended with 
designs for the future. We do things differently here at Scout. Come find 
out what makes us so unique and sought-after. Visit www.ScoutBoats.com 
now to Discover More... 




BOATS 


Discover More... 

Over 20 models to 
choose from! 


The Official Knife of Scout Boats 
www.william8knife.coni 


2531 Hwy 78 West 
Summerville, SC 29483 
843-821-0068 
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In Our Wake: Two-For-One Special 

In our January 1977 issue, Glastron proudly displayed its new SSV model, billing it as two boats in one. As the ad reads, “Never before has 
any boat matched the handling of a deep vee with the stability of a tri-vee. Until now.” The Glastron SSV could hold a crew of eight, with 
your choices of a 17- or 18-footer and sterndrive or outboard power. In today’s world of crossover boats, maybe the SSV was ahead of 
its time. — Pete McDonald 
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► Captain’s Test 

Qn:ilSl 

For many of us, this time of year means cold temperatures and boat-show season. If you’re thinking about 
taking the plunge and buying your dream boat at a boat show, here are some pointers to help you make 
the right decision. - Eric Colby 




You’re considering an 18-foot 
bowrider powered by the “base” 
four-cylinder sterndrive. You doubt 
its ability to tow your kids on skis 
and boards. What is the other concern 
when going with the base motor? 

A. Fuel consumption 

B. Boat ride 

C. Resale value 

D. All of the above 

You notice there are two- and 
four-stroke outboards available on 
some boats. What are the differences 


between the motors? 

A. Two-stroke motors run on a mix of 
oil and gas. 

B. Four-stroke motors run on a mix of 
oil and gas. 

C. The propeller on a four-stroke spins 
twice as fast as on a two-stroke. 

D. A four-stroke is twice as powerful 
as a two-stroke. 

One boat has a special show 
price that includes a stainless-steel 
propeller. What is the benefit of 
this propeller over an aluminum prop? 


A. It’s lighter. 

B. It resists corrosion better. 

C. It’s sharper. 

D. It flexes less, resulting in a faster 
speed for a given rpm. 

When you want to know how 
many people a boat can carry, where 
do you look? 

A. The brochure 

B. The specifications on the 
manufacturer’s website 

C. The boat’s capacity plate 

D. The window sticker 


Boat, motor and trailer packages 
look like a turnkey deal. How can you 
determine if your SUV can tow the 
boat you’re considering? 

A. Compare the combined package 
weight against the vehicle’s gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR). 

B. Check the vehicle’s weight 
rating.For example, is it half a 
ton or 1 ton? 

C. Check the weight of the boat and 
the motor. 

D. Ask the trailer manufacturer. 
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App of the Month 


U.S. Coast Guard Mobile App 


After inputting your profile data in the U.S. 
Coast Guard mobile app - that is, entering 
things such as the specifics of your boat, includ- 
ing size, type, home port and registration — you 
have access to a range of data and services that 
will make you a safer boater. Here are some 
thoughts based upon using iOS version 1.01 for 
several months. 

The app’s intent is to provide a single source 
of boating safety information, and it does that 
well. There are icons providing access to menus 
for state boating regulations, rules of the road, 
reporting a hazard, requesting a vessel safety 
check and more. Perhaps its most important 
features are its ability to help you request 


] Siaicii Guarcl 


MORE 

ONLINE! 


For the full revieWf go 
to: boatingmagxom/ 
product-review-us- 
coast-guard-mobile- 
app or scan this tag! 


emergency assistance and 
the ability to file a float plan. 

The app is highly personal, 
using your profile data and 
your device’s GPS to provide 
you with information specific 
to your boat and your loca- 
tion. For instance, rather than 
simply displaying generic 
required equipment, the 
app will display equipment 
required for my boat type, if i ' 

want to make an emergency 
call, one tap displays instruc- 
tions on how to use VHF to hail for help, as well 
as a button to call the 
Coast Guard and another 
button to dial 911. The 
latitude and longitude 
are also displayed, the key 
pieces of info in any May- 
day or emergency call. 

For a fishing trip off- 
shore, i was able to file a 



OcaUt - Mfb dm «xns Oocato 

ClosflSt Buoy 


float plan with just a few taps — 
my personal data and my boat 
information were preloaded, 
in fact, like most boaters, i 
cruise to many of the same 
places over and over. The app’s 
developers recognized this and 
incorporated functionality for 
inputting and saving multiple 
float plans. So, at a touch, i 
can easily file a float plan for 
every trip . — Kevin Falvey 
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HACKER Fleet Includes: Runabouts, Sport Bqats, Sportabouts, Sterlings, Racers, and Custom Yacht Tenders 
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GET CASH BACK ON SELECT 
SUZUKI OUTBOARDS FROM 
DEALER STOCK 


GET SIX YEARS 
OF EXTENDED 
PROTECTION AT 
NO EXTRA CHARGE 


DURING BOAT SHOW SEASON. GET SUZUKI'S EXCLUSIVE “GIMME SIX!” EXTENDED 
PRODUCT PROTECTION PLAN ON ALL NEW SUZUKI OUTBOARDS FROM 25 TO 300 HP. 
PLUS YOU'LL GET A CASH REBATE ON SELECT MODELS. 


WE’RE EVEN OFFERING FINANCING ON SUZUKI OUTBOARDS AND REPOWERS. 


SEE YOUR PARTICIPATING SUZUKI MARINE DEALER FOR ALL THE DETAILS 
OR VISIT WWW.SUZUKIMARINE.COM. H 


200-300 $1,690 


GIMMESIX! 


SIX YEAR 

PROTECTION 




# SUZUKI 


MSRP 


25-30 


$444 


40-50 


$486 


60-70 


$686 


90-115 


$888 


140-175 


$1,288 


You Pay 


Actual Cash Back Amounts Vary Depending 
Upon Model And Available Inventory. See 
Your Participating Suzuki Marine Dealer At 
The Boat Show For The Latest Offer Or Visit 
www.suzukimarine.com 
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Boat Show Bucks Rebates apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki outboards made between 01/01/16 and 03/31/16. For list of designated models, see participating Dealer or visit www. 
suzukimarine.com. Customer and participating Dealer must fill out the appropriate rebate form at time of sale. Customer will have the choice to either apply the cash rebate against the original dealer 
invoice (Suzuki will credit Dealer parts account) or have a check sent directly to the customer. Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki outboard motors from 25 to 300 HP in 
inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 01/01/16 and 03/31/16 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska 
to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet 
card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days of purchase. If an acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. - Marine Marketing via 
email: marinepromo@suz.com. The Gimme Six Promotion is available for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. There are no model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or 
extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t 
drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2015 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 



Making Waves 


Online This Month 



Before you go to the nearest boat show, do your homework so that you’re prepared for more than just expensive hot dogs. Want to hit a 
guaranteed home run at the show? O Check out our archive of prestigious Boat of the Year winners at boatingmag.com/tags/boat-year. 
One of them could be the right boat for you. O Looking for something different? Check out the reviews and videos from our Boat Buyer’s 
Guide at boatingmag.com/bbg2016. 0 If you do buy a boat, visit our Coast Guard-sponsored boating-safety page to learn how to be a 
responsible boater at boatingmag.com/boatingsafety. 
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PHOTOS: (FROM LEFT) BILL DOSTER (2), COURTESY U.S. COAST GUARD 






*It always amazes us 
how well the 28 handles 
just about any sea, 


enough to fish the rips, 
turn on a dime and fish 
the inside.^^ 


COREY GAMMILL, REGULATOR 28 GU 
BILL FISHER OUTFITTERS ■ 




Readyour 

owner’s 

manual 


Qean 
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Watch videos 
ofboating 
N fails 1 


To see videos of boat failures 
and learn what not to do, go 
to boatingmag.com/boating- 
fails or scan this tag. 


5THINGS FIVE THIN6S TO DO WHILE WAITIN6 ON BOAT REPAIRS 
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MISSION CONTROL 




SINGLE-HANDED 
PRECISE AND SIMPLE 
VESSEL MANEUVERING 
FROM OPTIMUS 360 
EMISSION CONTROL * 




Id 


— — ► Ease right 

y 

Twist right 

Vessel turns 360° right 


/ A Kf COMMA IVD 


If Twist ieft 
Vessel turns 360° left 

♦ ' 


Extra power 





EVERY BOAT NEEDS A PROTECTOR 


PROGRESSIVE 

1 .800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM 


Progressive CasuaHy Irrs; Co. & affiJiales. 


1 Learned About 
Boating From This ... 

^ By Randy Vance 



Diver Down 

A CLOSE CALL TEACHES VALUABLE LESSONS 

W E DECIDED TO MEET FRI E NDS IN THE FLORIDA KEYS 
with our 25-foot center-console to hunt for lobster. While our 
lifejackets were stowed over the helm in an easily accessible, 
zippered compartment, our throwable cushion was normally 
stashed in the console below so that it wouldn’t blow off. 

On this day, we quickly buried it under our dive gear, which we didn’t 
normally carry on board. 

We launched the boat at Bahia Honda Key near Marathon and began to 
lobster in the pass under the Overseas Highway. Our wives manned the boat 
while we began to drift-dive in a pass under an Overseas Highway bridge, 
drifting with the tide toward the Atlantic. 

My buddy and I quickly learned that our dive buoys had been pulled 
underwater when we stopped to investigate a spot, making it hard for our 
wives to pace us. To make matters worse, visibility was low and we were quickly 
separated from each other. 

As a less experienced diver, my tank emptied quickly, and I surfaced about 
30 minutes into the dive. At least 15 minutes passed after I’d reboarded and we 
hadn’t yet spotted my dive buddy. We still weren’t too worried. He was a better 
diver, and in only 25 feet of water, he would have enough air for an hour or more. 

Finally, a diver surfaced alone, but far off at the edge of the Atlantic. Nearly a 
speck, he raised his arm, waved and waited. Our diver, so we thought. 

I eased the throttle up and advanced at a fast idle, using the current to 
enhance speed and avoid waking other boats in the pass. 

Then the diver began to wave frantically. 

“Wow, he looks a little panicky now. I wonder what’s wrong,” somebody said. 
“Hang on, we’d better rush on over.” 

As we got near the diver, I dropped the throttle back and realized that he 
wasn’t our diver. But he was panicking, his maskless face bobbing above and 
below the surface. I shut the motors off and tossed him the stern line. I hit the 
target, luckily, as I didn’t have a backup plan, and he didn’t have time left for 
another pass. 

“You OK?” I asked. 


“No.” He grabbed the rope, his 
face grim. 

“You want in?” 

“Yes.” 

On board, he took a minute to 
compose himself, and I explained that 
I needed to start the motors to regain 
control of the vessel. He steadied 
himself against the transom, and I 
noticed his completely deflated BC. 

“I lost my boat and my BC 
ruptured. I was cramping up.” 

In a moment, the crew on his boat 
spotted us and wanted to transfer him 
back to the vessel. 

“Before we take the time to transfer, 
I need to get my diver back aboard,” I 
hailed back. 

Another 100 yards or so upstream 
our diver surfaced, and we reclaimed 
him too. 

In some ways, it was fortunate 
for the distressed diver that we were 
hunting so hard for our own diver. He 
was nearly lost in the Atlantic, still 
traveling fast with the tide. 

In reality, we could’ve lost two 
divers. We had made several mistakes. 

First, we buried our throwable 
cushion. Now it hangs on the rod 
holders behind the helm station. 

Second, our chase crew wasn’t 
wearing life jackets. Had they been, 
one of them could have safely jumped 
overboard to assist the diver. Now our 
chase crew wears inflatable belt packs. 
They don’t interfere when you’re 
wrestling with heavy gear, and, less 
important but noteworthy, they don’t 
interfere with enjoying the sun and 
sea air. 

Finally, we have now moved to a 
dive area that is less demanding for 
two untried dive buddies. We have also 
set a bottom time limit of 20 minutes, 
after which we resurface, check our 
position with the boat and buddies, 
and make sure we are all in sync. 


Do you have a lesson to share with your 
fellow boaters? Send your first-person 
accounts, including what went wrong, 
what you’d do differently, any supporting 
photos or sketches, your name and your 
city to editor@boatingmag.com. 
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YOUR BOATING 
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84% of fatal drowning victims are 
reported as not wearing a life jacket. 


YOUR NEXT EXCUSE, 
COULD BE YOUR LAST. 


^EARN MORE ABOUT SAFE 
BOATING PRACTICES AT 

BOATINGMAG.COM/BOATINGSAFETY 
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LOG IT Historically, boat fuel 
gauges are about as reliable as a 
free pen from the bank. Aboard 
big boats and yachts owned by 
those with unlimited budgets, the 
tanks are fitted with sight gauges, 
which are glass tubes installed on 
the side of the tank that allow you 
to eyeball the actual fuel level in 
the tank. Sight gauges are only 
allowed for diesel, but I know 
that these big-boat skippers also 
keep a fuel log, noting the date, 
engine hours, and amount of fuel 
purchased. There is no reason to 
trust a gauge, your memory or any 
one thing. 

At best, running out of fuel 
is an inconvenience. At worst, it 
can take the lives of you and your 
crew. Take the steps required to 
reduce the chances of it happening. 


Seamanship 

By Kevin Falvey 


than it is to get out “in the middle” 
somewhere and hope you can 
make it back. 

TRIM UP Boat fuel tanks are 
properly installed when the fuel 
pickups are on the aft end of the 
tank. Since boats normally run 
with some inclination (bow rise), 
that proviso allows your engine 
to keep sucking fuel longer than it 
could if the tanks were fitted with 
forward-mounted pickups because 
the contents of the tank will pool 
higher in the aft end aboard a boat 
that’s underway. Knowing this. 


Running 
On Empty 

FUEL IS A LIFELINE 


A s I AM WRITING THIS, THERE IS A YOUTUBE VIDEO THAT’S 
gone viral depicting a small boat that almost gets run down 
by a tanker as a result of running out of fuel. There is just no 
excuse for running out of fuel. At the same time, even the best captains 
are human and stuff happens. With that in mind, let’s take a look at four 
techniques you can employ to combat running out of fuel. 


ffUlEOFTH/ffOSOlderthana 

pebble on the bottom of the sea, 
adherence to this rule begins by 
calculating the amount of fuel 
needed to get to a destination 
and making sure that amount 
equals no more than one-third 
of your tank’s capacity. Reserve 
another third to get home from 
your destination. The final third 
is your reserve capacity to be used 
for unforeseen circumstances. 


you would if the seas remain calm, 
so keep abreast of the weather. 

I can personally attest that it’s 
less stressful to wait for weather 


^Locking 

Astem-4St 


you might want to keep the boat 
on plane and keep the bow up if 
you suddenly notice that the fuel- 
gauge reads empty. A common 
temptation is to slow down to idle 
- the intuitive choice. There are no 
guarantees; just keep this in mind. 

PLANB If, while out on the water, 
you suddenly remember that you 
forgot to fuel up, beat yourself up 
about the mistake later. The first 
course of action to take is to check 
and see if there is a closer, alterna- 
tive port or landing that you can 
return to. In fact, it’s always prudent 
to have a Plan B in mind because, 
even with enough fuel, sometimes 
weather can prevent you from 
(safely) returning to your point of 
departure. Prudent skippers always 
give themselves options. 


ROUGH WATER If the wind comes 
up and waves build, you will need 
more fuel to return home than 


STEERING A STRAIGHT COURSE REDUCES FUEL BURN. 

In our February 1964 issue, Teleflex (now SeaStar Solutions) 
advertised this wheel with a rudder-angle indicator in the 
hub to help boaters do just that. — K.F. 


32 BOATINGMAG.COM FEBRUARY 2016 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM BOWER; PHOTO: BOAT/NG ARCHIVES 




WHLUCOME ABOARD WELLCRAFT. 


Since 1955, Wellcraft has stood for innovation, quality and dependability. The philosophy of this American icon is found in 
a vessel designed by fishermen who demand the best every time they leave the dock. 

New for 2016, Wellcraft has proven it’s dedioation to you and your family by expanding the Fisherman series with four new 
models. In the Bay Boat category, 22 and 24 foot models will get you in the skinny water to slay the snook, redf ish and trout. 
The all-new 242 Center Console and the soon-to-come 222 are head-turning exeroises in style, with the stable, smooth 
performanoe you’ve always demanded from Wellcraft. 

For years to oome, you’ll oapture your entire day with a morning of fishing, a day of family fun, and a relaxing evening cruise, 
in an American icon. Enjoy the whole line up at wellcraft.com. 


JlZlLu^ ±L 


Copyright 2016, Rec Boat Holdings. LLC. 7TM signifies trademarks of Wellcraft. LLC. its affiliates or suppliers. 






The Boat Doctor 
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Q&A 

By Michael “Mick” Hannock 



Charged 

[ Q ] I installed a dual-battery system in my 
boat. I’m not sure the second battery gets fully 
charged. It is a 2003 115 hp Mercury two-stroke 
fitted with the standard alternator. Does such 
an engine generate enough juice to charge both 
batteries? If memory serves me correctly, it 
charges battery No. 1 before battery No. 2? 

BOB BLOCHLINGER 
Forked River, New Jersey 

[ A ] Hi, Bob. Whether the charge output is 
10 amps or 50 amps, it’s enough to charge 
your batteries. But how long that takes is the 
real question. 

A. The engine puts out more charge at higher 
rpm. Usually half to two -thirds throttle 

is required to get the max charge output 
for any given engine. Let’s say you have 
a 50 -amp max output. At trolling speed, 
you might only be putting out 10 amps. At 
4,000 rpm, you are putting out 50 amps. 

B. How long you run at a given speed 
determines the charge you get. So if you 
troll for four hours based on the example 
(A) above, you would put out 40 amps to 
the batteries. If you cruised for four hours, 
you would put out 200 amps. 

C. How big are your batteries with regard 
to amperage — what is their capacity? 
(Ask the manufacturer.) This needs to be 
known to estimate how much time and 
what rpm will deliver “X” percentage of 
charge for your batteries. 

A 100 -amp battery is typical. Let’s say 
you have two of those. Using the examples 
above, you would have to run four hours at 
4,000 rpm to fully charge your batteries 
(4 multiplied by 50 amps equals 200 amps). 
You’d have to troll for 20 hours to achieve the 
same thing. 

But — and a big but — while you are running 
some things you are also working against 
your charging capacity. For example, you are 


' — • 

Does glare 
impair the 
visibility through 
your boat’s 
windshield? 
Often, if the 
helm is white, 
or light-colored, 
its reflection 
can be seen in 
the windshield. 
This is often 
more than just 
bothersome, 
as impeded 
visibility hinders 
your ability to 
see other boats, 
navigation aids 
and to read the 
water. A quick 
fix is to place a 
dark-colored 
towel or T-shirt 
atop the helm. 
The reflection 
created by dark 
colors is easier to 
see through and, 
therefore, safer. 
— Kevin Falvey 


probably running a fish finder, lights or 
other accessories that are using some of 
the available amperage. Let’s say your 
accessories require 8 amps to run, and the 
engine is putting out 15 amps of charge. 
That means that you net just a mere 7 amps 
for the batteries. 

Also, resistance in the wires makes 
charging less than 100 -percent efficient; 
typically, there might be a 3 to 5 percent loss 
of charging ability, even with new wiring. 

Finally, a battery that’s drawn down 
accepts a charge more readily than one 
that’s nearly fully charged. So as the 
battery gets charged, it takes more and 
more amps to achieve the same results. 

So the answer is: Yes, it can charge your 
batteries. But how long depends on how 
you use the boat, how it’s wired and what 
accessories you run. 

As to your question regarding whether 
the ACR charges battery No. 1 before 
battery No. 2: yes. Charging current 
flows through one battery before getting 
to the other. So there is some loss due to 
resistance (the current must flow through 
a battery and through the cable connecting 
the other battery). How much resistance 
depends upon the length of cable, its 
diameter, and the condition of the 
connections. Also, if the first battery is 
perpetually dead, or worn out or old, you’ll 
have even more loss. 

Lube Tube 

[ Q ] A general question: Will the new 
outboards benefit from synthetic oil? 

JOSH MCKILLOP 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

[ A ] Josh, the short answer is probably. 
Many of the OEM lubricants are synthetic 
and are recommended. But a blanket 
statement is not fair to make, nor do I have 
space here to cover the topic with sufficient 
detail. Check out this article for a complete 
answer: boatingmag.com/engines/do-you- 
need-synthetic-oil. 
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The Boat Doctor 


Repair or Replace 

[ Q ] Boat Doctor, this is a 
question regarding “preventative 
maintenance.” I have owned a 1986, 
27-foot Trojan cruiser powered by 
a single inboard for the last four 
years. The previous owner rebuilt 
the engine about 10 years ago, and 
I am assuming he replaced the 
engine- cooling water pump at that 
time. While the impellers have been 
changed every two years, is it time 
to change out the water pump even 


though it has been running without 
a problem? The pump is a Jabsco and 
is priced between $550 and $630. 
(Note: The boat has always been used 
in salt water.) Thanks. 

RON CHARRON 
Seekonk, Massachusetts 

[ A ] Those pumps are completely 
rebuildable. Unless the housing is 
cracked, there is no need to replace it. 
The pump should be demounted and 
disassembled at least every two years. 
At that time, the wear plate, shaft, 
seals and bearings should be inspected 
and replaced. 

There are complete rebuild kits 
for these Jabsco pumps. (Well, some 
may be discontinued, but parts are 
available for most of them.) Here are 


service instructions for a random 
Jabsco pump: xylemflowcontrol.com/ 
files/42730_43000-0544.pdf You can 
source parts and information about 
your specific pump from the same 
folks at Xylem. 

Leaking 

[ Q ] My boat is powered by a 1989 
MerCruiser sterndrive. Water comes 
into the bilge when the drive is 
trimmed all the way up. My dealer’s 
service manager maintains that the 
boots are good, but I can see water 
streaming in through the transom 
cutout. 

JOE HARTOS 
Via hoatingmag 
.com 

[ A ] Chances 
are good your 
transom seal is gone or the upper 
swivel-shaft seal is gone. These are 
basically big O -rings. You can buy 
replacements through your dealer. You 
can try socking down the mounting 
bolts more tightly to compress the 
seals, but, given that the boat is a 1989, 
you might have a soft transom. The 
transom is cored with plywood and 
after 20 -something years, water can 
start to rot it. If it gets soft, no seal is 
going to work. 

So first pull the mounting bolts and 
examine the core of the transom. Is it 
dark and mushy or clean and firm? If 
it’s the latter, replace the seals. If the 
former, you need to get the transom 
redone (this can be a DIY affair, 
provided you are handy with a grinder 
and fiberglass). 

Listing 

[ Q ] I own a 1992 Silverton, and it has 
been leaning more and more for the 


past few years. It appears as though 
water is seeping into the fiberglass 
through the hull. The engine is in 
good shape, having been repowered 
recently, but, as in many older boats, 
small fixes are starting to add up. Is 
there an affordable process to fix the 
listing problem? 

ROBERT YOUNG 
Washington, D.C. 

[ A ] If you have a leak, you just 
have to find it. The most likely spots 
are the transom around the drive, 
or any transducers and through-hull 
fittings. Also check the hull-deck joint 
(under the rub rail) at the transom 
where it is low to the water. It is not 
unusual to have to remove these areas 
and rebed them with sealant after 
20 -plus years. 

The water may be accumulating 
from the natural condensation that 
occurs inside a hull. The deck is in 
sunlight and the bottom is in the 
water, and the difference in temp 
creates condensation, just like a glass 
of lemonade on a hot day. Water can 
be getting in from fittings on the deck, 
like cleats, rails and deck plates, which 
need to be removed and resealed. 
Caulk does not last forever. 

In any case, your bilge pump should 
be running all the time, or a lot of the 
time, as water should make its way to 
the bilge and be pumped out. You can 
buy a simple counter that can be wired 
in line with the pump to track how 
often it goes off As you address each 
of the areas mentioned above, it will 
allow you to see if you are making any 
progress there. 

If the boat is listing, that means 
water is accumulating on one side, 
probably between the stringer and the 
hull side. These stringers should have 
limber holes — drains — in 
them that allow water to 
run to the lowest part of 
the bilge and be pumped 
out. Over time, they can 
become clogged with 
debris, algae, etc. Find 
and clear your limbers to 
see if the water will drain 
to where your pump can 
get it. 

Fiberglass laminates 
do become porous, or 
can become so. But 
usually the porosity is 


WE TEST STUFF 


SeaDek Coaming Bolsters 

I recently installed SeaDek coaming bolsters aboard my 
boat. These are self-adhesive pads made from SeaDek’s 
tough composite material. They can be ordered in custom 
sizes and come in a range of colors. After a season of sun, 
salt, fish blood, spilled drinks and more, they still look great. 
For a step-by-step photo gallery that details the installa- 
tion, visit boatingmag.com/seadek-coaming-bolster-pads- 
installation. Starting at $105; seadek.com — K.F. 
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The Boat Doctor 


restricted to the skin of the boat. That 
is, it doesn’t permeate through to the 
inside of the boat. Rather, the water 
wicks and saturates the fibers under 
the gelcoat, often manifesting itself 
as blisters. 

Block and Tackle 

[ Q ] I am storing my boat on my 
own property for the first time. (I just 
bought my first home.) In addition to 
boat stands or blocks at the transom 
corners and bow, should I add support 
under the keel? 

TOM SHEEHAN 
Atlanta, Georgia 

[ A ] I see too many boats stored on 
simple “three-point” blocking. Even 
the sturdiest, best-built boats can sag 
or otherwise suffer from such meager 
support. In addition to blocks, stands 
or cribbing at the corners and bow, you 
should support the keel with blocks or 
cribbing every 10 feet. 

Go, Man 

[ Q ] Boat Doc, the engine in my 
1991 Maxum SR 21, a 4.3 V-6, 
sounds like it has spun the rod 
bearings and probably damaged the 
crankshaft. It knocks a little at idle 
and sounds really bad above 800 to 
900 rpm. I have an opportunity to 
get a new 4.3 automotive short block 
at a very reasonable price and want 
to know if I can use it in my boat. I’ve 
asked this at a few marine dealers 
and have been told both yes and no. 
Any thoughts? 

STEVE SMITH 
Chicago, Illinois 

[ A ] Steve, it will turn the drive 
shaft and make the boat go. The 
cams are probably set up for a 
different torque profile, so you may 
have a different experience running 
the boat, and may need to play with 
props and gear ratios. Also, a marine 
short block would be warranted 
for marine service. I don’t think an 
engine block sold for automotive use 
would be covered by a warranty if used 
in a boat. 

Since you used the term “short 
block,” I’ll emphasize that all your 
bolt-on equipment — starter, 
alternator, oil pan, etc. — should be 
“marine-grade” material for both 
safety and durability. 



Stabilized 

[ Q ] I have historically added 
Star brite Star Tron fuel stabilizer 
to my boat’s gas tank for a couple 
of years and recently acquired 
several bottles of Sta-Bil. Can I use 
these interchangeably? 

BOBBY BEHAN 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 


[ A ] Yes, Bobby, you can. 

This Blows 

[ Q ] I have a 2008 Crownline 275 
with a Mer Cruiser 496 MAG and 
Bravo Three drive. My speedometer is 
broken. I borrowed one that works and 
hooked it up to the tube at the dash. It 
didn’t work either. Thinking the tube 
may be blocked, I disconnected it at 
the speedo and at the transom, and 
blew air through it. It was clear. I then 
disconnected it at the drive where it 
goes into the lower unit, and it blew 
clear too. I cleaned out the hole in 
the front edge of the gear case with 


a piece of stiff wire. But when I blow 
air through the hole in the skeg, no air 
(or just a little) comes out the air line 
where it is connected at the lower unit. 
I just don’t know how these things 
work to figure out what my problem is. 
TOM GILL 

Mechanicshurg, Pennsylvania 

[ A ] It’s common for the inlet in the 
lower unit to get clogged. You can 
chuck a stiff piece of single- strand 
household wire (14 gauge, stripped) 
into a drill and operate it on slow 
speed to try and ream it out. Your best 
bet might be connecting your existing 
tube to a transom-mounted pitot tube, 
like those made by Teleflex. They’re 
about $20 at any marine supply store. 

Heating Up 

Readers, I received many great 
alternative solutions to a question 
posed by Eric Hanson (“Not Again,” 
February 2015) about his engines 
failing to restart after running for a 
while. The next letter is another one. 

— Mick Hannock 

Doc 

One other answer I found in this 
situation is the engine may have heat 
seizures. The engine will get hotter 
for a short time after turning it off 
and may expand. My solution in this 
situation was a high-torque starter. 
BERNIE 

Davis Park, New York 



Replace the Plastic 

Whaf s wrong with plastic through-hull 
fittings in the splashwell, as pictured here? 

Our feeling is that plastic fittings are OK 
above deck, but their relatively fragile nature 
makes them inappropriate for use below the 
waterline. Also, age and ultraviolet exposure 
render plastic through-hulls brittle and more 
likely to crack or shatter over time. 

In this case, the deeper portion of this splashwell sits below the waterline and 
is almost always full of water (except when underway). Should one of these 
V 2 -inch O.D. plastic through-hulls (one for the livewell discharge and the other for 
a deck scupper) break, water can pour into the bilge. 

The solution in this case consists of replacing the plastic fittings with through- 
hulls constructed from bronze or stainless steel. Ifs cheap insurance; a bronze 
replacement y 2 -inch through-hull costs $48.47 at jet.com. - Jim Hendricks 
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Such a Deal 

[ Q ] I’m looking at a 2002 Seaswirl 
Striper 1851 powered by a 2002 
Yamaha 150 hp outboard with 99 hours 
on the clock. Is this a good deal? 

TONY STEELSMAN 

Via hoatingmag.com 

[ A ] Every used boat is unique, 

Tony. I recommend contacting a 
licensed marine surveyor from either 
NAMS (namsglobal.org) or SAMS 
(marinesurvey.org). At the very least, 
find a knowledgeable friend. 



A-Tadtil 

[ Q ] I own a Cruisers 4270 with 
Faria tachometers. One of the tachs 
is erratic. It displays either maximum 
rpm or somewhere in between even 
when the engines are idling. I have 
asked my service technician about 
this and he indicates that tachometers 
frequently go bad, and the only thing 
to do is replace them. Is that correct? Is 
there a sending mechanism that is bad 
or do I replace the entire tach? 

Also, the hour meters in the tachs 
no longer show up. They started fading 
and now cannot be read at all. What 
causes this? 

Thank you for your help. 

MARK RAPIER 

Springboro, Ohio 

[ A ] Mark, if you want to double- 
check your mechanic, try these steps: 

1. Find the ground wire for the 
tach behind the helm and 
make sure it is connected 
to both the tach and a good 
ground. Check its connectors 
and the length of wire. Often, 
a bad ground is the problem. 

Of course, if you have access to 
another tach, you could wire 
it with alligator clips to the 
existing tach wiring. If the new 
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tach works, you know yours is 
bad (they do go bad). 

2. There is no tach sender. A 
tach gets its reading from the 
alternator or rectifier. With all 


due respect, if you are asking this 
question, then troubleshooting 
those items may be beyond what 
you are able to do yourself That 
said, if you aren’t having any 


( WE TEST STUFF 


iGom 1C-M324G 



I installed an Icom IC-M324G aboard my center-console boat in spring 2015, and it has 
delivered reliable service since, despite its location on the exposed helm of a boat kept 
in salt water ... not to mention the occasional careless dousing of the washdown hose. 

Fortunately, this radio is waterproof and offers a 
feature called AquaQuake that causes the speaker to 
vibrate and shake off moisture like a Lab after a swim. 

But there are more reasons to like the 
iC-M324G than just the great display 
visibility and its iPX7 submersing ability. 
For instance, the built-in GPS made 
installation easier, affording me the 
safety of DSC without having to fiddle 
with finicky interface wiring. That 
same integral GPS can also power AIS. 
Choose from black or white. $259.99, 
icomamerica.com - K.F. 


charging problems, this probably 
isn’t the case. 

3. Hour meter: Integral to your 
tach, it’s wired just as though 
it was a separate gauge. It’s one 
purple (positive) and one black 
(negative) wire running from 
the gauge to the ignition switch. 
Check those wires for a good 
connection at both ends and, if 
you have a multimeter, check 
for continuity (which means 
there is current flowing through 
the wire; you can also visually 
look for a broken or chafed wire 
between the connections). 

Good Luck! 

VR-No 

[ Q ] I own a 1987 Johnson 200 
outboard and I haven’t had any luck 
with VRO pumps. I’ve replaced 
multiple pumps at 50 -hour intervals 
since I purchased this boat. Do you 
have any recommendations? 

STEVEN MACDOUGALL 
Rancho Cucamonga, California 



Don’t look 
back. We’re 
catching up 


At Beizona Marine, it is our passion to provide high quality boats built with you in mind. 
With sleek designs and functional amenities that have come to define our brand, we pride 
ourselves on providing a boating experience like no other. Boats built for the way you live. 



BELZONA 
MAR I N E 


Made in the USA 

Model shown: 327 Walk Around, 325 Center Console, 327 Walk Around 


tel. 305.512.3200 
www.BelzonaMarine.com 






Unmatched pulling power, 
perfectly matched to your boat. 





CHOOSE UNRIVAL PERFORMANCE 


THE EVINRUDE«^ E-TEC® G2™ 

With your new Evinrude E-TEC G2 you can choose to get 
the most towing power out of your pontoon and burn 
less fuel doing it. Because of it’s PurePower Combustion 
which precisely mixes the perfect 14:1 air and fuel ratio, 
this revolutionary new outboard delivers 20% more torque 
than the closest competition. Combine that with 15% more 
fuel efficiency" and 75% fewer emissions than the leading 
competitors and it’s clear to see that the Evinrude E-TEC G2 
delivers uncompromising performance that’s unrivaled in 
the outboard industry. 

Experience the power of cf^o^ce at ChooseYourE^lpd.dom 


©2016 BRP US Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®™ Trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates. 
* Based on BRP conducted performance and ICOMIA Fuel Efficiency testing of BRP and competitive engines. 
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[ A ] Hi Steven, it wasn’t uncommon 
for boaters to disconnect the variable- 
ratio oil-injection pump when VRO 
was new back in the 1980s, or to run 
the engine on a 50-to-l mixture of 
two-stroke oil and gasoline. Given the 
age of your engine, you chose the right 
action. As for the subsequent drop in 
rpms, I would look to a failing primer 
bulb and at fouled spark plugs, given 
your description of events. 

Zzzzzt! 

[ Q ] I installed a new Icom DSC 
VHP radio aboard my Rinker 265. It 
blanks out the screen when I key the 
microphone and will not broadcast 
unless I set it to 1 watt. What should I 
look for? 

Also, I have a Raymarine autopilot 
that works fine except it is not 
reading the NMEA 0183 from my 
Humminbird 997 anymore. The same 
output is going to my radio, and the 
GPS location shows up there. 

KEN MATTHYS 
Highland, Indiana 


[ A ] It sounds like there is too much 
resistance in the power line to the 
radio. It draws less on low power. 
Check the wires, including the 
fuse holder, for corrosion and good 
mechanical connections. As to your 
autopilot, the GPS is outputting the 
data, since your VHP displays it. 

The problem has to be the interface 
connection, so check both ends and 
any connections on those wires, 
as well as review the settings on 
your autopilot. 

Spitting 

[ Q ] I own a 2000 SeaSport 
cuddy-cabin fishing boat powered 
by a Mer Cruiser 350 MAG Bravo 
sterndrive. It has a 180 -gallon fuel 
tank. Recently, with just 20 gallons in 
the tank, I went to the fuel dock and 
I added another 25 gallons of fuel. 
While adding the gas, some fuel was 
coming out of the fuel vent. What is 
the problem here? 

JEREMY WITTHOLZ 
New Orleans, Louisiana 



[ A ] Mr. Wittholz, the vent hose likely 
has a low spot in its run. This low spot 
would hold fuel from previous fill-ups, 
and the air that gets displaced when 
you add fuel causes this puddled fuel 
to be forced out the vent. 

Check out your fuel-vent plumbing 
for a sag-free run between the tank 
and the vent fitting. It could be that a 
strap or clamp may simply have let go 
with age and time. 


ASK THE DOCTOR 

Send questions with your name and address 
to: boatdr@boatingmag.com or The Boat 
Doctor, Boating, 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 
200, Winter Park, FL 32789. 



Win BIG With The NavNet Douhle Down Rebate! 

Unlike laying down a bet at the casino, Furuno guarantees a win when you "Double Down" with our latest 
promotion. You'll save loads of cash on TZtouch2 & TZouch MFDs, along with UHD Radars and other NavNet 
accessories. Then, "Double Down" on your rebate when you add a TruEcho CHIRP Fish Finder to your 
TZtouch MFD, turning $500 into $1,000 rebate cashi 


NAVNET 

MFDs 

$500 


> NavNet TZtouch 

TZT9, TZT14, TZTBB 

> NavNet TZtouch2 

TZTL12F,TZTL15F 


. UHD 
] RADARS 

^$ 200 ^ 


- UHD Radar Sensors 
DRS4A, DRS6A, 
DRS12A,DRS25A 


NAVNET 
I SENSORS I 

$100 


Double Down & You Get 
$1,000 Cash Back! 


Now through March 6th, 2016. See your local Furuno 
dealer or visit the Furuno USA web site for 
complete details and rebate form. 


I ^ I IVII-U1 
UP TO 

SI 000 


Double your $500 MFD Rebate, ^ 
turning it into $1,000, when you 
purchase a DFFl-UHD TruEcho 
CHIRP Fish Finder at the same time, 


A Total Of Up To $3,300 
In Rebates Up For Grabs! 


www.FurunoUSA.com 


PHOTO: COURTESY PERKO, INC. 









A new AUTO-TRIMMING DEVICE FOR MERCURY OUT- 

boards and sterndrives, Mercury Active Trim, helps boats 
plane more quickly, levels the ride, makes driving in snotty 
water and boat traffic easier, and, according to test reports, delivers 
fuel savings of 14 to 54 percent. I took it for a ride to see. 


Healthy Skepticism 

Active Trim is a computer- 
controlled automatic-trim 
system that’s available as a 
(pretty much) plug-in 
accessory for most 
Mercury outboards and 
sterndrives. Even coming 
from a racing background 
where accurate and 
critical trimming of the 
outdrive is a way of life, I 
think it’s worthwhile. 

But my first thoughts 
were not positive. Why is 
this needed? Computerized trim 
control already exists. But Active 
Trim is GPS speed-based. Other 
similar systems are rpm-based. 
Engine rpm and trim do not 
always correlate properly, while 
boat speed almost always does. 
Here’s an example: Heading into 
a sweeping turn, you apply the 


throttle to maintain boat speed. 
An auto-trim system that’s 
rpm-based will increase positive 
trim - exactly the opposite of 


what you want. Merc’s system 
automatically decreases 
trim a hair as it senses GPS 
speed decreasing, which is the 
desired response when turning. 
Likewise, it reacts quickly to 
planing, increasing positive trim 
angle as the boat climbs out of 
the hole and speed increases. 


Presets 

Active Trim comes with five 
standard preselected trim 
profiles that cover the great 
majority of hull and propulsion 
types, including small 
runabouts, pontoons, bass 
boats, cruisers and even high- 
performance hulls. 

You can start by entering 
the profile that best 
suits your boat type, 
then fine-tune as 
you go. 

Active Trim can 
be ordered with 
all new Mercury 
outboards and 
sterndrives, and 
retrofitted to 
most late-model 
engines above 40 hp as long 
as the engine is Smartcraft- 
compatible. A 2V8-inch hole 
saw is all that’s needed to 
install the display in the 
dash. It can act as a stand- 
alone unit. It retails for about 
$500, depending upon the 
specific installation. 


On-Water Results 
The Active Trim display shows 
the profile selected and whether 
or not the system is engaged 
- that’s it. Once engaged, 
touching the “on” button takes 
over the trimming function at all 
speeds. Hitting “off” on the dash 
display disengages it, as does 
manually using the standard 
“up” or “down” trim buttons. 
After overriding by manually 
manipulating the trim. Active 
Trim takes over again - simple. 

I tried trimming the drives 
on several hulls manually to 
see if I could improve the top 
speed and fuel economy over 
the preset Smart Trim. I could 
in some cases; in others, I 
could not. When accelerating 
or turning, it’s easy to see 
Active Trim adjusting the drive 
angle ever so slightly as speed 
increases. At cruise speeds, it 
adjusts for the best overall ride; 
here is where a crack operator 
could possibly do better. Active 
Trim can help novice boaters, 
but it also allows the seasoned 
skipper to relax a little at 
the helm. And maybe - just 
maybe - it can teach an old 
salt at the helm something 
new. —John Tiger Jr. 

^Gontact_ 

Mercury Marine 

Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin 

920 - 929-5040 

mercurymarine.com 




Evinrudei-Trim 

Evinrude’s E-TEC G2 outboard motors come standard with an auto-trimming 
system called i-Trim. Evinrude i-Trim automatically trims the engine up and down 
based on speed, and returns the engine to full negative trim, preparing for the next 
acceleration. For more information, visit evinrude.com. -il 
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EXPERIENCE THE EVOLUTION - 

BRyUNER 


A typical 18 foot 
runabout fits inside 
our all-new VR5 


When we set out to design a more evofved 
runabouts we asked ourselves bts of 
questions. Like why can't runabouts have 
roomier bows? And, what if we attach the 
swim platform aft of the running surface to 
create more cockpit space? The answers led 
us to create our new VR5 and VR6-runabouts 
with the usable space typically found in boats 
2 feet longer. In fact, they’re so roomy, 
competitors’ comparable models actually fit 
inside their VR Series counterparts. So go to 
baylinencam for ail the answers„.starting 
with 'where can I get one?’ 

©201S Bayliner Boats. All Rights Reserved. 
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Butanol Fud 
Is Coming 

WILL IT REPLACE ETHANOL IN FUEL? 

I N THE SPRING, EAST COAST MARINAS SELLING GULF FUELS WILL OFFER 
boaters ethanol-free gasoline under the trade name Gulf Marine. Instead of 
10-percent ethanol, its clean air additive (“oxygenate”) will be isobutanol at 
an EPA-approved concentration of 12.5 percent. 


Readers who have followed 
previous stories about isobutanol in 
Boating will recall that this advanced 
biofuel comes from the same 
feedstocks (plant material) as ethanol, 
but that it has greater energy density 
(30 percent higher Btu value), and, 
most important for our boat engines, 
it does not absorb moisture or undergo 
phase separation. It also does not 
corrode or damage fuel tanks, fuel lines 
and engine components. 

Tests run on waterways and 
in laboratories over the past five 
years with the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association, the 
American Boat and Yacht Council, the 
U.S. Department of Energy, the U.S. 
Coast Guard, Bombardier Recreational 
Products (BRP) and several other 
marine engine manufacturers have 
shown that isobutanol in blends of up 
to 16.1 percent (B16, now EPA-approved 
for off-road fuels) are safe. In fact, at 
the 2015 Miami International Boat 
Show, BRP offered test rides aboard a 
25-foot Crevalle powered by a 300 hp 
EvinrudeG2 running B16. 


This past summer, one marina on a 
lake in Missouri sold Gulf Marine, and 
a land-based Express Lube station 
in Fredericksburg, Texas, has had 
customers drive as far as 70 miles to 
buy the fuel for lawn tractors, chain 
saws and more. A go-kart track in 
Kemah, Texas (a Houston suburb), ran 
Gulf Marine exclusively. Meanwhile, 
the two companies producing 
isobutanol, Gevo (gevo.com) and 
Butamax (a joint venture of BP and 
DuPont; butamax.com), have reached 
an agreement in which each will 
pursue the development of markets 
for isobutanol; Gevo in jet fuel and 
Butamax in land fuels. Gevo produces 
the isobutanol for Gulf Marine. 

The bottom line: East Coast boaters 
will have an opportunity to try this 
new biofuel in 2016. It will cost more, 
possibly $1.50 to $2 more per gallon. 
But with greater energy density and no 
more worries about water absorption, 
it will be worth exploring. 

For more information on isobutanol, 
visit boating.mag/isobutanol. 

- Capt John Page Williams 


GULF MARINAS ON 
THE U.S. EAST COAST 


CONi^ECTICUT 
Cedar Island Marina 
Mendel’s Oil 
Company inc. 

34 Riverside Drive 
Clinton, CT 06413 
860-669-8681 
cedarislandmarina.com 

Thamesport Marina 
271 Pequot Ave. 

New London, CT 06320 

860-437-7022 

thamesportmarina.com 


Annapolis Yacht Basin 
2 Compromise St. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
410-263-3544 
yachtbasin.com 


Larsen’s Marina 
14 Old Sea Isle Blvd. 
Sea Isle City, NJ 08243 
609-263-1554 
larsensmarina.com 

Lighthouse Marina 
19 W. 6th St. 

Barnegat Light, 

NJ 08006 
609-494-2305 
lighthousemarinanj 
.com 


Bay Park Fishing 
Station 

480A Reina Road 
Oceanside, NY 11572 
516-766-3110 
bayparkfishing.com 

Cutchogue Harbor 
Marina 

3350 W. Creek Ave. 
Cutchogue, NY 11935 
631-734-6993 
newsuffolkshipyard 
.com 

Gone Fishing Marina 
467 E. Lake Drive 
Montauk, NY 11954 
631-668-3232 
gonefishingmarina78 
.com 


Hudson Point Fishing 

1 Anchorage Way 
Freeport, NY 11520 
516-867-9608 

island View Marina 
61 Price St. 

Patchogue, NY 11772 

631-447-1234 

islandviewmarinali.com 

Mill Creek Marina 
3253 Noyac Road 
Sag Harbor, NY 11963 
631-704-2320 

Moriches Boat & Motor 
200 Atlantic Ave. 

E. Moriches, NY 11940 
631-878-0023 
morichesboatand 
motor.com 

Sag Harbor 
Cove Yacht Club 
8 W. Water St. 

Sag Harbor, NY 11963 
631-725-1605 
sagharborcove 
yachtclub.com 

Senix Creek Marina 
50 Senix Ave. 

Center Moriches, 

NY 11934 

516-874-2092 

senixmarina.com 

Sonny’s Fishing 
Station 

3640 Ocean Ave. 
Seaford, NY 11783 
516-785-8058 

Uihlein’s Marina and 
Boat Rental 

444 W. Lake Drive 
Montauk, NY 11954 
631-668-3799 
uihleinsmarina.com 

W.C.Esplnc. 

2141 Montauk Highway 
Bridgehampton, 

NY 11932 

631-537-0193 

wcesp.com 
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GEICO and TowBoatU.S 
have teamed up 
to help you on the water. 


I 




As a GEICO policyholder, you’ll receive outstanding coverage for your 
boat at an outstanding price. Plus, when you add towing to your policy, 
you’ll have the benefits of services provided by TowBoatU.S. 

— the nation’s largest fleet. 

geico.com/boat 

800 - 865-4846 


- » 




Service provided by MbwABoaUiS 


i/era|es are underwrittei^by GEICO Iv^^surance Company, 
rkshire H^|pwayjnc^gj||ftjary. © ^ 


SomeAcounts, coverages, payment plans^nd fpature^ are m^t availabwm 
Jn GEICO is a registered service mark of Government EmpUSVco! 


all GEICO companic 
Company, Washing 
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^ WEEKEND WORKBOOK 

Installing 

Flush-Mount 

Marine 

Speakers 

PROPERLY INSTALLED MARINE 
STEREO SPEAKERS OPTIMIZE 
ONBOARD SOUND QUALITY. 

Installing basic flush-mount stereo speakers on a boat 
is relatively easy, but there are a few tricks that help 
to optimize the sound quality and ensure the longest 
possible life of the speakers. First and foremost, buy 
marine speakers. Brands such as Boss, Clarion, Fusion, 
JBL,JL Audio, Jensen, Kicker and Polk offer special 
flush-mount, coaxial speakers designed for the wet, 
corrosive environment of a boat, with features that 
include waterproof cones, sealed magnets, mounting 
gaskets, stainless-steel hardware and UV- and rust- 
resistant covers. 

With the exception of a subwoofer, most speakers 
come in pairs, and most deck boats and runabouts 
have room for one to three pairs of speakers. Most ste- 
reo units have speaker outputs for as many as three to 
four pairs. Additional speakers and a subwoofer might 
require a separate amplifier. Fiere are the key steps to 
install flush-mount, coaxial speakers based on guid- 
ance provided by ASA Electronics, which includes the 
JBL, Jenson and Polk brands. —J/m Hendricks 




1 LAYOUT THE SYSTEM Decide how many 
I speakers and where to mount them. For 
/ the best sound quality, each pair should be 
opposite each other and face the centerline with 
as much distance as possible between the two. 
Most deck boats and runabouts have room for 
one to three pairs of speakers, often along the 
inwales or seat bases. Where possible, point 
speakers toward the listeners’ ears for the best 
audio possible. Now is also a good time to run 
speaker wires from the stereo unit to each spot, 
securing the wires along their entire runs. 


2 AREAS TO AVOID Don’t mount speakers 
where they are easily kicked and damaged 
(e.g., at deck level) or bathed in spray (e.g., 
by a transom splashwell). Stay clear of curved and 
upholstered surfaces. Locate each speaker a safe 
distance from sensitive equipment (as detailed 
in your installation manual), such as a compass. 
The speaker magnet can cause interference. If the 
back of the speaker is located in a storage area, 
ensure that the speaker wiring is protected from 
snagging. Wire looms and zip ties are good sup- 
plies to have on hand for this reason. 


n CHOOSE YOUR SPEAKERS Measure each 
location, then choose speakers based on 
available space. Today’s marine speakers 
tend to be deeper than in the past, reflecting 
larger magnets and more robust construction. 
Speakers need not match in size. For instance, 
you might be able fit a pair of bVz-inch-diameter 
speakers in the aft cockpit, but only SVA-inch- 
diameter speakers in the bow area. Aesthetics 
dictate using the same brand and grill design 
for each, in this example, we chose Polk Audio 
6y2-inch, 180 -watt coaxial round marine speakers. 
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4 INSTALL EACH SPEAKER Trim and attach 
the template to the mounting surface. Use 
a 5-inch hole saw to cut the main hole. 
(Oval speakers will require a saber saw to cut the 
oblong hole.) Then drill each of the mounting 
holes. Bevel each hole to keep the gelcoat from 
cracking. Place the foam gasket on the back of 
the speaker, aligning it with the mounting holes, 
and attach the speaker wires to the spade fittings 
in the speaker, making sure the polarity is correct. 
Slide the speaker into the main hole and secure it 
with the mounting screws. 


GETTING 

STARTED 


SKILL LEVEL 


TIME TO COMPLETE 

5 HOURS 


TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 

► Polk Audio DB6516V2-inch, 
180-watt coaxial marine speakers 
(Sl11.99/pair; polkmarine.com) 

► Marine-grade speaker wire (length 
depends on the boat size and the 
number of speakers) 

► Crimp-on female spadeterminals 

► Diagonal cutters 

► Wire strippers 

►Crimping tool 

► Powerdrill with Vz-inch chuck 
(needed forhole saw) and bits 

►5-inch hole saw 

►Screwdriver set 

► Electricians snake (for running wires 
and cables) 

► Spool of cord (for pulling wires 
and cables) 

► Wire looms and zipties 


QUICK 

TIP 




IfinstalUnga 
speaker in a 
relatively thin 
aluminum or 
fiberglass sub- 
strate, through- 
bolt it with 
nylon-locking 
nuts and backing 
washers to pre- 
vent the speaker 
from vibrating 
loose. Also, use 
masking tape 
intheareatobe 
cut and drilled to 
prevent the gel- 
coat from crack- 
ing. When a flat 
area cannot be 
found, caulking 
the speaker, once 
installed, may be 
necessary. 






I 




SPEAKER 
SPARKLE 

A number of 
marine speakers 
today feature 
LED illumination. 

Fusion’s Signature 
Series speakers, 
for example, offer 
either a blue 
or white glow, 
depending on how 
you wire 12-volt 
power to each 
speaker. Wired conventionally (red to positive, 
black to negative), illumination is blue; reverse 
the polarity for white. Install a 3-amp fuse to 
protect the circuit and a switch in the power line 
to turn the LED on or off. -J.H. 
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Marine insurance 
brokers can offer the 
widest range of finance 
options for boat buying. 



Paying For 
Pleasure 

Brochures and magazine articles match the boat’s 
details to your desires. Boat show or brokerage 
visits confirm it’s the one, and you’ve even begun 
contemplating favorite excursions and new adven- 
tures aboard. But what’s the best way to pay for 
your perfect boat? Three industry experts weigh in. 
- Capt Vincent Daniello 


HomeBase 

When financing a boat, think about 
tapping into your home’s value. “You 
might be paying interest, only at 
less than prime. That’s really cheap 
money,” says Rob Messenger, senior 
vice president of Title Mortgage 
Solutions (titlemortgage.com). He’s 
referring to a line of credit against 
home equity. Typically, 10 years of 
interest-only payments lead into an- 
other 10 years of monthly payments 
to eliminate the balance. Rates and 
payments adjust monthly. 

A second mortgage for a set dol- 
lar amount usually fixes the interest 


rate and payments for 10 or 15 years. 
Refinancing a first mortgage comes 
with significant closing costs (which 
are often absorbed by lenders in 
other home-equity solutions). Rule 
of thumb - consider refinancing 
with at least a 1-percent interest- 
rate improvement. You’ll be a cash 
buyer with no boat model-year 
restrictions or survey issues. But you 
won’t get that home-equity cash 
back for a swimming pool, vacation 
or emergency. 

BankRate 

Also consider looking into your 


local bank or credit union. “An 
established relationship with a 
bank can make things easier from 
a credit perspective,” says Michael 
Bryant, president of the National 
Marine Lenders Association 
(marinelenders.org). On the other 
hand, nonspecialized 
loan officers may 
overreact to routine 
survey deficiencies, 
leaving you scram- 
bling before closing. 

Look for a marine 
lending department 
and check its experi- 
ence with boats 
similar to the one 
you’re after. 


QUICK 

TIP 


JointiieMarine 

(Lenders) 

Traditional boat 
loans offer terms and 
interest rates similar 
to second mortgages. 
Depending on the 
boat, they often 
qualify for the tax 
breaks of a home 
mortgage too. “Ma- 
rine loan brokers offer 
the widest range of 
lending options,” 


UnitedStates 
tax code allows 
a “second home 
deduction” that 
mayapplyifthe 
boatpossesses 
“sleeping, eat- 
ing and toilet” 
facilities. This is 
allowed for one 
primary residence 
and just one 
other home. You 
cannot take the 
deduction if you 
already deduct 
interest on two 
home loans. See a 
tax professional. 


says Bryant, who is also a principal 
at Trident Funding Corporation 
(tridentfunding.com). One lender 
might benefit a buyer with complex 
income, whereas another might 
finance an atypical boat. 

DealerSrmed 

Boat dealers usually arrange 

financing through 
local and national 
lenders. Having just 
one transaction for 
both the boat and 
the loan often makes 
this the easiest 
course. “Above all, 
the dealer wants to 
make sure you have a 
trouble-free delivery,” 
says Jim Kelaita, vice 
president of financial 
services for Marine- 
Max (marinemax 
.com). “We’re there 
to make your boating 
dreams come true.” 


DoVburHomamik 

Know the dollar range 
you’re prequalified 
for based not only on 
your credit but also 
the individual lender’s 
maximum -and 
minimum -loan size. 
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Your Home Away From Home 
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Edgewater, FL • 1-877-90-BOATS 



The Boat Doctor 





SCAN 


your cabin and bilge 
don’t stink like bot- 
tom mud. A fitting 
to secure the bitter 
end of the rode is 
a plus. 


5 CHOCKS 

These fittings 
guide the 
anchor line off to 
the side. They’re 
especially useful if 
you need to deploy 
two anchors. Chocks 
also come into play 
by keeping the 
line in one place, 
preventing your 
rode from sweeping 
other hardware - 
like your navigation 
light - right off the deck as the 
boat swings on the anchor. 


In areas with 
rock, coral or 
known bottom 
hazards, rig a 
trip line that’s 
run along the 
rode with 
lightweight 
breakout 
lashing. Scan 
this tag or visit 
boating.mag/ 
freeanchorto 
learn how. 




Windlass 

There are deck-mounted and enclosed models 
suitable for all chain, rope and rope/chain 
combinations. Operated from the helm, they quickly 
deploy and recover anchors in most situations. 

Wired or wireless remote controls and/or deck- 
mounted foot controls can prove helpful. —7.F. 


® WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


groove or a chain slot. 
Also be sure to look for 
an adjustable pin or bail 
to prevent the rode from 
jumping clear of the roller. 


Anchorablllty 

Buying a new boat? You need to consider what 1 
call “anchorablllty.” Whether you want to stop for 
a swim, stay for the night or keep off a lee shore, 
or If you break down and need to stay put while 
awaiting help, the ability to anchor can prove 
crucial. Here are some features 1 suggest you 
look for. - Joe Freidman 


1 BOW RAIL For safety, there 
I should be a bow rail on the 
/ foredeck. The American 
Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) 
standard H41 requires life rails or 
lifelines to be 24 inches tall. This 
rail should be fastened with bolts 
and backing plates. (To check, look 
in the anchor locker, and look up 
and back.) 


2 PULPIT A nice feature on 
some boats is a molded-in 
bow pulpit. This allows for 
the anchor roller and anchor to be 
positioned well ahead of the bow. 
A strong pulpit will help prevent 
the anchor and the anchor chain 
from damaging the hull during 
anchoring and recovery. 


4 ANCH0R LOCKER The bow 

locker should be watertight 
to the hull; look inside and 
make sure its bulkhead comes 
all the way up to the underside 
of the deck, it should also drain 
overboard for safety and so that 


5 B0WR0LLER(S)Asturdy 

bow roller is helpful when a 
windlass is used. Check the 
roller to see what type of rode it will 
accommodate - it may have a rope 


/ ANCHOR LOCK/ 
CHAIN STOP This 
keeps the anchor in 
place when stowed in the 
roller. A pin goes through 
the chain or shackle. 
Another type of chain 
stop is a cable and hook. 
Yet another is simply a 
length of line cleated off 
securely, in any event, 
never rely on a windlass to 
hold an anchor, whether 
underway or at anchor. 
Always use a chain stop. 


^CLEATS Cleats should be 
fastened with backing plates 
^ and bolts. The cleat horn 
should be large enough to handle 
the rode diameter, including a 
full turn around the base, a figure 
eight and a half hitch. As a rule of 
thumb. Boating suggests cleats be 
at least 1-inch long for every one- 
eighth inch of line diameter. 
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PHOTOS: (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) KEVIN FALVEY (2), COURTESY LEWMAR LIMITED (2), KEVIN FALVEY 
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FORMULA SUPER S PO RTS ■ H AV E, I T: A LL - 

satisfying speed, siPek siih.ou’ette and a compiete cabin to. 
take you to ports you once oniy hoped to expiore. And for 
2016, the 370 SS cockpit odds more versatility than ever 
in o design flow that includes everyone aboard and 
easily converts for oil the activities you enjoy. In perfect 


tune with Formula's trendsetting reputation, expertly 
presented textures and colors, recessed alcoves with 
stainless railing, integrated, blue LED lighting and cupholders 
set in eye catching Corion® position the 370 SS in the fore- 


The 370 delivers agility and speed with Formula's stepped- ; 
hull FAS^Tech® technology. Enjoy both doybooting and 
cruising - in o Formula Super Sport, you hove it oil! 


front of marine design. The oft facing lounge is electrically 
activated to create o generous sunpod. Add the sleek 
hardtop with optional Sure Shade if you like. 



vtnAnAi.formulaboats.com 

800.736.7685 

inffi@forniu lata oats. com 


Formula Boats • 2200 W. Monroe St. • PO Box 1003 • Deoitur, IN 46733 • 260.724.91 1 1 Visft US m Fflcebook 


Follow us on Twitter 




«> Tests 


#2928 ) 


Scout 

420 LXF 



ENTER-CONSOLE BOATS HAVE ADVANCED 
from Spartan-like fishing platforms to mini yachts. 
The new 420 LXF — Scout’s largest model yet — is 
one of the latest examples, blending angling utility with 
luxury, classic styling, new construction technology, a step- 
hull, abundant power and sophisticated onboard systems. 

This model offers cruising comfort and the ability to 
entertain guests, qualities that make the 420 LXF a top 
candidate as a yacht tender. It’s available with a heavy-duty 
towing eye ($3,714) for just that purpose. 

If you’re looking for a comparison, the new Regulator 41 
($793,325 with quad Yamaha F350s) also integrates comfort 
with fishing features in that company’s largest boat yet. 

To ensure structural strength while also keeping the 
420 LXF as light as possible. Scout turned to vacuum-infused 
epoxy-resin construction for the first time. This technique 
eliminates bubbles and minimizes shrink as the boat cures. 
Also, there’s virtually no print-through on the hull’s exterior. 

A massive aft cockpit, measuring 9 feet 4 inches wide and 
4 feet 4 inches along the centerline, not only lends itself 
to fishing but also socializing. For anglers, there are seven 

stainless-steel flush- 
mounted rod holders 
across the transom, an 
80 -gallon transom 
livewell and a pair of 
108-gallon fish boxes. 

Fold out the transom 
bench-style seat for a 
relaxing entertainment 
setting. A trio of high- 
back seats on the aft side 
of the central module 
adds to the social 
atmosphere. Extend a 
motorized awning from 
the hardtop for shade. 

Raw- and freshwater 
washdown hoses pull 
out from ports on 
the underside of the 
hardtop. With a quick 
tug, each automatically retracts. A recessed boatswain’s 
locker on the starboard side of the console exterior stows 
deck brushes, gaffs and boat hooks. 

In another innovative design, a door on the port side 
cantilevers outward on hydraulics to become to a 6-foot-long 


NOTEWORTHY 


Seating and 
coaming 
bolsters aboard 
the 420 LXF 
feature high- 
end, soft-touch 
Ultrafabrics 
upholstery with 
double stitching 
reminiscent of a 
luxury automobile. 



A broken sheerline offers classic styling while a retractable bow table, 
expansive helm and posh forward loungers create the aura of a yacht. 
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® Scout 420 LXF 



by 2-foot-4-inch-wide dive platform. It folds back into place 
so cleanly, you’d never know it was there. However, the 
design negates its use as a boarding door at floating docks. 

A transom door in the starboard quarter offers access to the 
full-width platform forward of the outboards. The 420 LXF 
has no splashwell, so you can traverse from side to side. 

Within the central seating module is a step-down systems 
compartment where we found an optional Seakeeper NG5 
gyrostabilizer ($58,000). This minimized roll on a lumpy 
day outside the inlet. A Koehler 6 kW diesel generator below 
the aft deck powered the gyro and two air-conditioning 
systems (one for the cabin and another for the bridge deck), 
and it also powers other 120-volt AC equipment while away 
from the dock. A shore-power cord unwinds from within 
the transom. To entertain the crew, there’s an outdoor galley 
with an Isotherm drawer-style fridge/freezer/ice maker, an 
electric grill and a top-opening cooler. 

Three-across helm seats feature flip-up bolsters and 
armrests. The center console has a three-piece tempered- 
glass windshield. Scout chose to leave a small space between 
the windshield and the hardtop for fresh air, but it also lets 
in errant spray. We’d like to see those gaps closed to protect 
the 59-inch-wide helm, which accommodates three flush- 
mounted Garmin 8215 15-inch multifunction displays. The 
helm also includes CZone digital switching. 

Forward of the console, a lounger entices guests with 
its angled backrests and fold-down armrests. In the bow, 
U-shaped seating surrounds a motorized teak table, which 
descends to become a sun pad (with filler cushions). When 
it’s time to fish, retract the table completely. 

The console cabin, accessible from a portside 
companionway, features 634 feet of headroom and the 
ambience of a private jet. Lower the wood dining table to 
convert the area to a berth measuring 5 feet 1 inches long 
and 7 feet wide from which you can enjoy a 32-inch TV. 
Windows on each side open for fresh air and include dual- 
action shades for privacy. Accent lighting sets the mood. 

The cabin galley features wood-veneer cabinetry, a faux 
granite countertop, a sink with a brushed stainless-steel 
backsplash, hot and cold fresh water, a drawer-style fridge, 
a microwave and a two-burner electric stove. Hardwood 
flooring leads to the aft private head compartment with the 
shower separated from the vanity and marine toilet by a 
clear acrylic bi-fold door. 


The dual-stepped hull of the 420 LXF ushers a cushion of 
air under the running surface to boost speed and efficiency. 
We gathered data on a boat powered by four Mercury 
Verado 350 outboards. The big Scout vaulted to 30 mph 
in 8.8 seconds en route to a top speed of 56.8 mph at 
6,350 rpm. The most economical cruising speed occurred 
at 37.7 mph (4,500 rpm), where the quad 350s burned 
51 gph, resulting in 0.98 mpg and a maximum range of 
440 miles based on the 500-gallon fuel capacity. 

The new 420 LXF offers a pleasing balance of angling 
functionality and comfort, surrounds it with style and 
sophistication, and propels it with an efficient hull and 
ample power. If you’re looking for a big center-console that 
you can customize to your heart’s content, put Scout’s biggest 
boat ever near the top of the list. — Jim Hendricks 


SCAN 

ME! 


Check out our photo gallery of the 
Scout 420 LXF. Scan this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/2928. 




High Points 

► Port dive door features an outward-opening platform; it folds back 
almost seamlessly. 

► Vacuum-infused epoxy-resin construction offers high strength with less 
weight and eliminates print-through. 

► Step-down console cabin offers the ambience and comfort of a private jet. 

Low Points 

► Unique design of the dive door and platform negates its use as a boarding 
door at floating docks. 

► Small spaces between the windshield and the hardtop can let in rain and 
spray; we’d like to see the windshield meet the top, with vents for fresh air 
when needed. 


►LOA: 42'2" (without engines) ►Beam: 13'1" Draft: 1'4" (engines up) ►Displacement: 
15,800 lb. (dry, no engines) ►Transom Deadrise: 22 degrees ►Bridge Clearance: 8'5" 

(top with no tower, with outriggers ) ►Max Cabin Headroom: 6'6" ►Fuel Capacity: 500 gal. 
►Max Horsepower: 1,675 ►Available Power: Quad Mercury or Yamaha outboards to 
1,400 hp total 


Price: $767,076 (base with quad Mercury Verado 350s) 


T BOATING Certified Test Results 


SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION 


rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph 

naut. 

mpg 

stat. 

mpg 

n. mi. 
range 

s. mi. 
range 

angle 

sound 

level 

1000 

6.17 

7.10 

5.60 

1.27 

1.46 

571 

656 

0 

68 

1500 

8.17 

9.40 

8.40 

1.12 

1.29 

504 

579 

1 

66 

2000 

9.73 

11.20 

15.20 

0.74 

0.85 

332 

381 

1 

69 

2500 

11.73 

13.50 

24.10 

0.56 

0.64 

252 

290 

3 

71 

3000 

16.25 

18.70 

32.30 

0.58 

0.67 

261 

300 

4 

72 

3500 

25.98 

29.90 

35.60 

0.84 

0.97 

378 

435 

5 

73 

4000 

31.89 

36.70 

43.20 

0.85 

0.98 

382 

440 

5 

74 

4500 

37.71 

43.40 

51.00 

0.85 

0.98 

383 

440 

4 

76 

5000 

43.19 

49.70 

61.80 

0.80 

0.92 

362 

416 

3 

81 

5500 

47.53 

54.70 

74.10 

0.74 

0.85 

332 

382 

3 

84 

6000 

52.31 

60.20 

97.50 

0.62 

0.71 

278 

320 

3 

86 

6350 

56.57 

65.10 

122.00 

0.53 

0.61 

240 

276 

3 

89 


MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 


HOW WE TESTED 

ENGINES: Quad 350 hp Mercury Verado 350s DRIVE/PROPS: Qutboards/Mercury h 

Revolution 4 14V8" x 21" 4-blade stainless steel GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1 FUEL LOAD: 475 § 

gal. CREW WEIGHT: 580 lb. d 

“ 

d 

Scout Boats Summerville, South Carolina; 843-821-0068; scoutboats.com ^ 

I 

Q. 
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MARINE 





?S:EE; WEATHER ON YOUR CHARTPLOTTER, 

^F0RE YOU SEE IT ON THE HORIZON. 



See clear skies and fair weather behind squall lines. 


SiriusXM® Marine delivers the weather & info you need and 
the entertainment you want, directly to your chartplotter. 

Whether you cruise offshore or coastal waters, SiriusXM 
provides the graphical marine weather that lets you boat 
with confidence even beyond cell phone range — so you 
can enjoy more time on the water. 

• Avoid adverse conditions with Weather Radar, Lightning and Stornn Cell info 

• Local and Marine Zone Forecasts and Weather Map with Isobars/Pressure 
' Anticipate conditions with Wind Speed and Direction and Wave Height 

Stornn Tracking, Alerts, and Weather Watch Boxes 

• Add over 150 channels of SiriusXM Satellite Radio 


Choose your service package at sirlusxm.conv^OATING then call 855.SXM.WTHR to subscribe 

Coming to Miami? Visit us in Tent C Booth - C376 at the Miami International Boat Show 


$100 REBATE 

Purchase any eligible new nnarine receiver between February 1 and Decennber 31, 
2016 and activate any SiriusXM Marine Weather subscription package fronn SiriusXM 
by December 31, 2016, MAINTAIN 60 DAYS OF CONTINUOUS SERVICE and receive 
a $100 SiriusXM Rewards Visa® Prepaid Card. See Rebate Offer Details at 

ww w.si r i usxm rewa rds.com/wavel 6100. 
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DETAILS: Hardware and subscription sold separately. The subscription pian you choose wiii automaticaiiy renew and you wiii be charged according to your chosen payment method at then-current 
rates. To cancei you must caii SiriusXM at 1-866-635-2349. See the SiriusXM Customer Agreement for compiete terms at www.siriusxm.com. Note; Not all devices are capable of receiving all services 
offered by SiriusXM. Current information and features may not be available in all locations, or on all receivers. Data displays vary by device; images are representative only. SiriusXM Services may include 
weather and other content and emergency alert information. Such information and data is not for safety for life, but is merely supplemental and advisory in nature, and therefore cannot be relied upon 
as safety critical in connection with any aircraft, sea craft, automobile, or any other usage. SiriusXM is not responsible for any errors or inaccuracies in the data services or their use. 

® 2016 Sirius XM Radio Inc. Sirius, XM and all related marks and logos are trademarks of Sirius XM Radio Inc. All other marks and logos are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. 





«> Tests 


#2929 ) 


Crownline 

270 SS 

L ike a crow, we’re attracted to shiny 

things. Which is why Crownline boats have always 
caught our eye. Abundant stainless steel, polished 
to a mirror finish, has always been a Crownline styling 
signature. And sure enough, from the engine-bay vents to 
the windshield header, the new 270 SS was gleaming in the 
morning sun when we walked down the dock for our test. A 
27-foot bowrider used to seem really big, but these days it’s 
almost midsize, and the field is crowded. Crownline seeks 
separation with a host of luxury features and its patented- 
and-proven F.A.S.T. Tab running surface. 

The current bowrider-design focus is on building 
versatility into the transom area — a simple sun pad over 
the engine no longer cuts the mustard with boat-show 
crowds. Crownline makes a good “social swim” effort on the 
270 SS. There’s a deep pad over a motor box that doubles as 
a seat bottom serving the cockpit and the transom, thanks 

to a pivoting backrest 
powered by an electric 
motor. Lowered all 
the way inboard, the 
backrest becomes 
the final section 
of a good-size, fiat 
lounge. Other transom 
features include a 
pair of speakers for 
the audio system, a 
really stout (polished 
stainless steel) 
boarding ladder, a 
transom shower and 
a wet-gear stowage 
bin. A pull-out cord 
feeds an optional 
battery charger ($540) 
that would be really 
handy if the boat is 
used intermittently. 
The platform surface 
is covered with soft 
mat material. 

It’s hard to find a straight edge in the cockpit, as the port 
and starboard seat bases have polygon bases mounted on 
the fiberglass sole, and curved backrests shaped to promote 
comfort and position passengers for conversation. Bottom 
cushions are hinged and supported with stainless-steel struts 


NOTEWORTHY 


The stringer 
and transom 
cores are 

laminated treated 
wood, encapsulated 
in fiberglass and 
resin, and backed 
by a lifetime 
warranty. It sounds 
like old-school 
construction, but 
wood absorbs more 
noise and vibration 
than composites. 


F.A.S.T. Tabs aerate the running surface, reducing drag. The bow is 
comfortable, the helm is functional, and stowage is plentiful. 
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® Crownline 270 SS 






(sorry, not polished) and have a lipped edge to keep water 
out of the stowage areas below. A 25-quart cooler is stashed 
within the starboard seat base. This entire seat can be deleted 
and replaced with an optional entertainment console that 
incorporates a sink (polished stainless, naturally) set in a 
countertop with either stowage or a refrigerator below. Each 
bucket seat has a gleaming stainless-steel insert on the back. 

The polished stainless-steel sink in the head compartment 
is standard, as is a portable lavatory. The boat we tested was 
the hrst off the line for a photo shoot and was not equipped 
with a stowage bin that will be built into the head door on 
production examples. We expect to find a huge ski locker in 
a runabout this size, and the 270 SS has got one. An extra 
detail is a shallow stowage drawer under the deck that can 
be pulled over the ski-locker opening, which might be deep 
enough to hold some PFDs, or certainly lines and assorted 
small gear items. 

There’s more ergonomic seating in the bow where the 
bottom cushions are contoured hot-tub style to support 
the back and legs when a passenger is facing forward. There’s 
a hatch in front of the windshield that covers a large mesh 
bag designed to hold two big fenders. Another 25-quart 
cooler fits below the forward bow seat. 

The 270 SS is equipped with the full complement of 
Crownline’s running-surface features, including “vortex 
generators” at the aft hull corners said to solve stern wander 
at no-wake speeds, and vented chines to reduce drag and 
improve efficiency at speed. The vents are guarded by the 
hnlike F.A.S.T. Tabs, which are designed to keep those vents 
from producing handling quirks. It all seems to work. The 


270 SS glides along on plane for some distance after the 
throttle is chopped, an indication that the vents do indeed 
introduce enough air under the running surface to reduce 
drag. For a boat its size, the 270 SS also feels especially agile 
in turns. 

Propelled by a 300 hp MerCruiser 350 MAG/Bravo 
Three power train, the 270 SS planed smartly with minimal 
bow rise, but top speed was a modest 45 mph. This boat 
will be an ideal candidate for the new 350 hp MerCruiser 
6.2-hter engine when it comes on line. The 430 hp 8.2-hter 
MerCruiser is the top option but adds $20,000 to the base 
price. A long list of options, including several upholstery 
choices, audio upgrades, multiple hull graphic designs, and 
towers and arches, make it possible to really personalize 
the 270 SS, which is a throwback in these days of strict 
packaging. The polished stainless steel is always standard. 

— Charles Plueddeman 


SCAN 


Check out our gallery of the Crownline 
270 SS. Scan this tag or visit 
boatingniag.coni/2929. 




High Points 

► Two carry-on coolers each stow “handles up.” 

► Raymarine A65 plotter is standard equipment and built into the helm. 

► Latches on both the head compartment and ski locker have locks. 

► Head compartment is equipped with a light exhaust fan and an opening 
port light. 

Low Points 

► When the pivoting backrest is angled for comfort facing aft, the cockpit 
side of the seat is not usable. 

► Anchor locker does not have clips or a bracket to hold an anchor. 

► More grinder, please — a few rough edges are left inside the seat bases. 


► LOA: 27'3 " ► Beam: 8'6 " ► Draft (max): 3'3" ► Displacement (approx.): 5,200 lb. 

► Transom Deadrise: 19 degrees ► Bridge Clearance: 5'0 " ► Fuel Capacity: 55 gal. 

► Water Capacity: 15 gal. ► Max Horsepower: 430 ► Available Power: Single MerCruiser 
gasoline sterndrive up to 430 hp 


Price: $98,250 (with test power) 


BOATING Certified Test Results 


SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION 


rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph 

naut. 

mpg 

stat. 

mpg 

n. mi. 
range 

s. mi. 
range 

angle 

sound 

level 

1000 

4.43 

5.10 

1.60 

2.77 

3.19 

137 

158 

3 

70 

1500 

6.43 

7.40 

2.80 

2.30 

2.64 

114 

131 

5 

76 

2000 

8.43 

9.70 

5.40 

1.56 

1.80 

77 

89 

8 

80 

2500 

17.29 

19.90 

7.10 

2.44 

2.80 

121 

139 

8 

80 

3000 

21.55 

24.80 

8.60 

2.51 

2.88 

124 

143 

7 

81 

3500 

27.03 

31.10 

10.30 

2.62 

3.02 

130 

149 

5 

85 

4000 

31.89 

36.70 

13.10 

2.43 

2.80 

121 

139 

5 

86 

4500 

34.41 

39.60 

15.90 

2.16 

2.49 

107 

123 

4 

87 

5000 

39.28 

45.20 

23.10 

1.70 

1.96 

84 

97 

4 

93 

5100 

0.00 

45.00 

24.00 

0.00 

1.88 

0 

93 

4 

93 


MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 


HOW WE TESTED 

ENGINE: Single 300 hp MerCruiser 350 MAG/Bravo Three sterndrive DRIVE/PROP: 
MerCruiser Bravo Three 24-inch propset GEAR RATIO: 2.20:1 FUEL LOAD: 30 gal. 
CREW WEIGHT: 600 lb. 


Crownline Boats West Frankfurt, Illinois; 618-937-6426; crownline.com 
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the Honda of 
Outboards. Literally. 

Quality, reliability, technology and fuebefficiency have made Honda an 
automotive legend. Youll find those same strengths in every Honda Marine 
outboard. From 2.3 to 250 hp, all Honda outboards are backed by the only 
5 -year manufacturer’s warranty in the industry. Power your boat with the 
brand that offers millions of miles of proven performance — Honda Marine. 




mf=iRiniE 

The Power Of Boating 


The Honda Power Of Boating CetebraiUon! 

Get up to a ^700 Instant Rebate or choose a stainless propeller and engine cover with the 
purchase of any new40hp - 250hp Honda Marine outboard, now through June 3, 2016! 

Honda Marine Instant Rebate! 

BF 225 &BF 250 ^700 Rebate 

BF135-BF200 ^600 Rebate 

BF60 - BF 115 ^500 Rebate 

BF 40 & BF 50 MOO Rebate 

Visit your Authorized Honda Marine Dealer or learn more online at marine.honda.com. 



*At participating dealers only. Receipt of propeller and cover upon retail delivery of boat package from a dealer. © 2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual. All Honda outboards meet ERA and CARB emission levels. 
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Sea Ray 

21 SPX OB 


S PACE IS AT A PREMIUM ABOARD ANY 
21-foot bowrider. Sea Ray’s 21 SPX OB 
maximizes it better than most. Gunwales are 
slim to increase cockpit space, and an 8-foot-6-inch 
beam stretches longer than the norm. A gentle arc 
to the bow widens the forward cockpit, rather than 
squeezing it to a point. The result is a surprising 
12-passenger capacity. Most will find a seat on the main 
cockpit’s huge L-shaped lounge and broad portside 
bench. Position the latter’s removable seat back to the 
rear and you have a forward-facing chaise. Move it one 

cushion length forward 
to make a forward- 
facing seat behind the 
port console and an 
observer seat aft. Or 
add a filler cushion 
against the port console 
to fashion an aft-facing 
lounge. The filler stows 
neatly below a hinged 
seat cushion. A sun pad 
awaits those who want 
to soak up the rays. Tilt 
up its forward half and 


EXTRA POINT 


Four trim pack- 
ages — including 
ones for water- 
sports and fishing 
— combine with five 
gelcoat colors and 
two graphic styles, 
all customizable. 

you have an aft-facing 
couch for two when hanging at the sandbar. 

The SPX joins a growing list of models that offer a 
choice of sterndrive or outboard propulsion. Below 
the OB’s sun pad, the real estate normally reserved 
for a block of iron is now ready for more than 13 cubic 
feet of gear. There’s more room in the partitioned 
compartment to starboard, as well as below the 
transom walk-through. The latter offers access to 
the battery. Even the adjoining step is ready for gear. 


In fact, stowage is above average throughout. There’s a 
dedicated spot for a carry-on cooler below the starboard 
portion of the L-shaped lounge, and a cooler with a 
drain below the aft seat. Add the port console, lockable 
glove box and generous ski locker, and you won’t be left 
wanting space. 

While options include a 200 hp Mercury Verado Pro, 
our test boat’s lightweight Mercury 150 outboard offered 
plenty of power for our minimal test load, jumping 
onto plane in less than 4 seconds with very little bow 
rise. We reached the 30 mph benchmark in less than 
8.5 seconds, and speed topped out at 46.6 mph in far 
from ideal conditions. — JejfHemmel 



To see a photo gallery of the Sea Ray 21 SPX OB, 
visit boatingmag.com/2930. 



High Points 

► Outboards typically devour swim platform space, but Sea Ray maintains 
adequate room to port and starboard, plus adds a connecting walkway. 

► Interior is not molded and seamless (being finished off with composite 
lumber), but storage areas look neat, avoiding potentially soggy carpet. 

► Generous ski locker includes woven rubber matting to cushion contents, a 
lip to drain away water, and a gas shock to keep the lid open and not bang 
down on fingers. 


Low Points 

► Lack of a dedicated anchor locker means the anchor and rode will need to 
find a less secure — and less convenient — home elsewhere. 

► Don’t expect a cushy interior. The lack of cushion contours and minimalist 
seat backs give the interior a somewhat utilitarian feel. 

► Addition of a hinged cushion would reduce hassle when accessing 
contents in the carry-on cooler. 


Toughest Competitor 

► Outboard power is still rare in this size range. Check out Starcraft’s upscale 
sex 210 OB bowrider/deck-boat crossover ($48,165 with a Yamaha F200). 
It is 3 inches longer and shares the same 8-foot-6-inch beam, a width the 
builder carries nearly the entire way forward, thanks to a pickle-fork bow. 


► LOA: 21'6" ►Beam: 8'6" ►Draft: 27" ►Displacement: 3,400 lb. ►Transom Deadrise: 
19 degrees ►Bridge Clearance: 310" ►Fuel Capacity: 40 gal. ►Max Horsepower: 200 

►Available Power: Mercury outboards to 200 hp 

Price: $39,111 (with test power) 


T BOATING Certified Test Results 



SPEED 


EFFICIENCY 


OPERATION 





naut. 

stat. 

n. mi. 

s. mi. 


sound 

rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph 

mpg 

mpg 

range 

range 

angle 

level 

1000 

4.00 

4.60 

1.40 

2.86 

3.29 

77 

89 

0 

72 

1500 

5.65 

6.50 

2.20 

2.57 

2.95 

69 

80 

3 

75 

2000 

6.78 

7.80 

3.90 

1.74 

2.00 

47 

54 

7 

75 

2500 

15.82 

18.20 

5.00 

3.16 

3.64 

85 

98 

3 

78 

3000 

22.46 

25.85 

8.20 

2.74 

3.15 

74 

85 

2 

87 

3500 

27.89 

32.10 

10.10 

2.76 

3.18 

75 

86 

2 

89 

4000 

33.19 

38.20 

13.30 

2.50 

2.87 

67 

78 

2 

86 

4500 

36.63 

42.15 

15.00 

2.44 

2.81 

66 

76 

2 

88 

4900 

41.23 

47.45 

17.00 

2.43 

2.79 

65 

75 

2 

89 

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 








HOW WE TESTED 

ENGINE: Mercury 150 EFI FourStroke DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Black Max 15" x 
17" 3-blade aluminum GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1 FUEL LOAD: 30 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 375 gal. 

Sea Ray Boats Vonore, Tennessee; 423-884-6631; searay.com 
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SeoDeR 



* Comfortable, durable, EVA foam 

* 3M Peel & stick application 

* Great wet/dry traction 
•Easily cut to fit 

• Customizable 

• Covers spider cracks and 
other surface imperfections 



MWRINt PRODUCTS 
uuuuu.seQclek.com 


Mode In the USfl 

5440 Schenck Avenue, Rockledge, FL 32955 
321-632-44BG • infQ@seadek.cam 


S' 


You 


^itj 



3M 

Authorized Converter 
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Bayliner 

Element F18 


for safety and for hosing down the cockpit after a day of 
successful fishing. 

The center console sports three vertical rod holders per 
side and has a full windshield adorned with a sturdy grab 
rail, which is a must for passengers who prefer to stand while 
underway. There’s a small bench-style seat forward with a 
padded backrest. There are elevated casting decks in the 
bow and along the transom with a built-in 27-gallon livewell 
in the aft deck. There’s the option to add a second livewell 
under the forward console seat. The bow is pre-rigged to 
mount a trolling motor, and the dash has room to mount 
electronics. Additional rod holders can be found in the 
internal gunwales with stowage for two rods per side. 

Our boat featured the optional T-top, which no doubt 
robbed a mile or two off our top-end speed. Still, on test day 
we hit 40 mph. Thanks to the efficient M-hull we hopped on 
plane in less than three seconds, with minimal bow rise, and 
reached 30 mph in just over nine seconds. — Pete McDonald 


iM-rkDE* rkniw wnnr more photos of the Bayliner Element F18, 

muMUL boatingmag.com/2931. 



► Six cleats, including the ones midship, make for easier mooring or tying off 
in a slip. 

► Aft casting platform features flip-up jump seats. 

► Optional sun-pad filler, transom swim steps, sport arch and board racks 
convert the F18 to family duty. 


W HEN I TESTED THE ORIGINAL 

Bayliner Element, my first thought was that it 
would make a great bay-boat platform. Clearly, 
the powers that be at Bayliner felt that way too because 
they built the promising and eminently affordable 
Element F18. It’s a center-console that capitalizes on 
the Element’s stable M-hull design. The M-hull looks 

almost like a classic 
cathedral-style hull, only 
it carries the sponsons 
farther aft. It also carries 
the beam forward. The 
original intent was to 
enhance form stability 
to eliminate some of the 
rock and roll that turns off 
many first-time boaters. 
Isn’t stability one of the 
most desired traits in a 
coastal fishing platform? 

Bayliner made other 
changes to convert the 
Element to fishing duty. The most obvious is ditching 
the dual-console design in favor of a center-console helm 
that can be manned either standing or sitting. What you 
might not notice is that Bayliner also raised the cockpit 
deck 3 inches to create a higher fishing vantage point. 
Designers also added outboard-draining scuppers to 
create a self-bailing cockpit — a desired feature both 


Low Points 

► Needs rod holders in the aft gunwale for trolling. 

► Stowage hatches have straps to keep them open, but they need bumpers 
to prevent slamming. 


Toughest Competitor 

► The Sea Chaser 19 Sea Skiff ($24,562 with a 90 hp outboard) is 18 feet 
7 inches (length overall) with an 8-foot beam and a more traditional 
V-hull design. 


► LOA: 18'2" ^Beam: 7'5" ►Draft (max): 3'0" ►Displacement (approx.): 2,000 lb. 
►Transom Deadrise: N/A ►Bridge Clearance: 7'0" ►Fuel Capacity: 30 gal. ►Max 
Horsepower: 115 ►Available Power: Mercury gasoline outboards 

Price: $21,485 (with test power) 


T BOATING Certified Test Results 


SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION 


rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph 

naut. 

mpg 

stat. 

mpg 

n. mi. 
range 

s. mi. 
range 

angle 

sound 

level 

1000 

3.48 

4.00 

0.70 

4.97 

5.71 

134 

154 

1 

68 

1500 

4.00 

4.60 

1.00 

4.00 

4.60 

108 

124 

1 

69 

2000 

6.26 

7.20 

1.80 

3.48 

4.00 

94 

108 

2 

74 

2500 

7.13 

8.20 

3.00 

2.38 

2.73 

64 

74 

4 

76 

3000 

13.38 

15.40 

4.10 

3.26 

3.76 

88 

101 

3 

78 

3500 

17.81 

20.50 

5.50 

3.24 

3.73 

87 

101 

2 

80 

4000 

21.38 

24.60 

8.00 

2.67 

3.08 

72 

83 

2 

82 

4500 

24.59 

28.30 

9.50 

2.59 

2.98 

70 

80 

2 

83 

5000 

26.68 

30.70 

10.00 

2.67 

3.07 

72 

83 

2 

85 

5500 

30.15 

34.70 

11.00 

2.74 

3.15 

74 

85 

2 

88 


MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 


HOW WE TESTED g 

ENGINE: Mercury 115 FourStroke DRIVE/PROPS: Outboard/13%" x 15" 3-blade | 

aluminum GEAR RATIO: 2.07:1 FUEL LOAD: 15 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 170 lb. 8 

d 

Bayliner Boats Knoxville, Tennessee; 360-435-8957; bayliner.com o 


EXTRA POINT 


The raised 
2-inch lip around 
the bow- and 
transom-casting 
platforms keeps 
fishing gear — and 
anglers — from 
sliding off. 
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Premier 

270 Velocity 

WE SAY The new Premier 270 Velocity 
has a sleek, sporty look that separates 
it from most of its boxier pontoon 
compatriots. How did Premier achieve 
this? By installing fiberglass components 
fore and aft. The sweptback bow 
component gives the 270 Velocity a 
sports-car appearance. Inside the boat, 
it creates sexy yet sturdy seat bases that 
provide dry stowage underneath. With 


the aft fiberglass component. Premier 
constructed twin lounges with rear- 
facing backrests so they can serve double 
duty as sofas or run recliners. All the 
seats are covered with Premier’s stylish 
new Heritage fabric. Our test model 
featured the Atomic Red accent package, 
which amps up the sports-car feel. 

Thanks to the PTX package. Premier 
is justified in nicknaming this boat the 
Velocity. Not so much for its top-end 
speed — with twin 200 hp Mercury 
FourStrokes, we maxed out at just under 
42 mph — but because the hole shot was 
instantaneous, and the boat hit 30 mph 
in 8.5 seconds. From the raised fiberglass 
Liberty helm, you can feel the midrange 
oomph. Premier also improved handling 
and cornering by extending the center 
tube in the PTX package farther forward 
at the bow than the two outer tubes. This 
helps the boat execute tight turns with 
inboard heel. 

Extended platforms at the bow and 
stem are great for beaching or swimming 
at anchor. — Pete McDonald 


WHO’D WANT ONE Boaters looking for 
a ’toon with a cutting-edge design. 

ANOTHER CHOICE The Harris Crowne 
SL 250 ($93,035 with a 300 hp 
Mercury Verado) has fiberglass parts. 

BOTTOM LINE $111,727 (as tested); 
pontoons.com 


T BOATING Certified Test Results 


SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION 


naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound 


rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph mpg mpg 

range 

range 

angle 

level 

1000 

3.30 

3.80 

6.20 

0.53 

0.61 

38 

44 

0 

66 

1500 

4.95 

5.70 

8.20 

0.60 

0.70 

43 

50 

1 

65 

2000 

5.39 

6.20 

10.60 

0.51 

0.58 

37 

42 

3 

68 

2500 

11.73 

13.50 

14.20 

0.83 

0.95 

59 

68 

3 

70 

3000 

15.21 

17.50 

19.70 

0.77 

0.89 

56 

64 

2 

72 

3500 

18.60 

21.40 

23.10 

0.81 

0.93 

58 

67 

2 

73 

4000 

21.38 

24.60 

26.60 

0.80 

0.92 

58 

67 

2 

74 

4500 

24.85 

28.60 

30.20 

0.82 

0.95 

59 

68 

2 

75 

5000 

27.55 

31.70 

33.70 

0.82 

0.94 

59 

68 

2 

78 

5500 

30.41 

35.00 

36.40 

0.84 

0.96 

60 

69 

2 

80 

6000 

33.02 

38.00 

41.20 

0.80 

0.92 

58 

66 

2 

82 

6500 

36.24 

41.70 

43.70 

0.83 

0.95 

60 

69 

2 

85 


MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 


► LOA: 28'5" ► Beam: 8'6" ► Draft: 3'0" ► Displacement 
(approx.): 2,640 lb. ► Fuel Capacity: 58 gal. 

HOW WE TESTED 

ENGINE: Twin 200 hp Mercury Verados DRIVE/PROPS: 
Outboards/Enertia 15W x 18" 3-blade stainless steel GEAR 
RATIO: 1.85:1 FUEL LOAD: 40 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 520 lb. 





WE KEEP ADDING MORE TO OUR PLAYLIST 

INTRODUCING THE SCARAB WAKE EDITION 



The biggest jet boat line-up just got way more versatile. Available on our 21 ’ and 25’ 
models the WAKE EDITION comes stacked with features including custom graphics, 
tower and board racks plus digital speed control and wake ballast system. For the 
first time, arm stretching jet power and thrill seeking wake sports come together into 
one ultimate jam. scarabjetboats.com 


IUHI€I 


JANUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2015 

for details: scarabjetboats.com 


©201 B Rec Holding, LUC, Al rigtife reserved. ^ gnd are trademarks or registered trademarks of a sub^ry cf Fteo Boat Holdings, UX of suppliers. 


« Tests 


( #2933 ] 



Yamaha 

190 FSH Sport 

WE SAY We think it’s about time Yamaha 
brought out a bay boat. Think of the 
applications: shallow draft for flats; no 
prop below the keel to dig up grass flats; 
and, for the convenience of owners, 
Yamaha’s one-stop shopping warranty 
that covers all the components of the 
boat and power plant. 

Our test boat boasted a clean transom 
with no motor rigging to stumble over 


and no outboard to snag fishing lines. 

For casting, the transom platform is 
uninterrupted and so low that it’s like 
standing on the water. That’s because 
the jet pump and 1.8 -liter engine are 
completely contained within the hull 
and under the deck. Yamaha tapped the 
jet pump to also provide Jet Wash, its 
version of a raw-water system to clean up 
after netting bait or bloodying the deck. 
That was smart, and there’s no pump to 
maintain, but if you need it on the flats, 
you have to run the engine. 

The helm station had a surprise: The 
optional T-top comes off for stowage, 
which is another smart trick by Yamaha 
engineers you won’t find on traditional 
bay boats. And, yes, there is plenty of 
room for a navigation suite. 

The leaning post has a reversible seat 
back, allowing for aft-facing seating 
or facing forward to drive. Jump seats 
flip out of the deck to either side of the 
skipper to keep everyone comfortable on 
the speedy run to the next fishing hole. 

— Randy Vance 


WHO’D WANT ONE Anglers with kids. 

ANOTHER CHOICE Most jet fishing 
boats, like the SJX aluminum jet (from 
$34,500), are for fishing in rocl^ rivers. 

BOTTOM LINE $31,999 (as tested); 
yamahaboats.com 


T BOATING Certified Test Results 



SPEED 


EFFICIENCY 


OPERATION 





naut. stat. 

n. mi. 

s. mi. 


sound 

rpm 

knots 

mph 

gph mpg mpg 

range 

range 

angle 

level 

1000 

1.56 

1.80 

0.40 

3.91 

4.50 

106 

122 

0 

69 

2000 

4.26 

4.90 

0.80 

5.32 

6.13 

144 

165 

0 

68 

2500 

5.04 

5.80 

1.00 

5.04 

5.80 

136 

157 

1 

73 

3000 

5.47 

6.30 

1.40 

3.91 

4.50 

106 

122 

2 

76 

3500 

6.00 

6.90 

2.00 

3.00 

3.45 

81 

93 

3 

80 

4000 

6.34 

7.30 

2.40 

2.64 

3.04 

71 

82 

4 

81 

4500 

7.30 

8.40 

3.20 

2.28 

2.63 

62 

71 

4 

82 

5000 

11.99 

13.80 

4.10 

2.92 

3.37 

79 

91 

5 

85 

5500 

20.33 

23.40 

5.30 

3.84 

4.42 

104 

119 

3 

86 

6000 

24.20 

28.40 

6.30 

3.89 

4.51 

105 

122 

3 

87 

6500 

28.33 

32.60 

7.80 

3.63 

4.18 

98 

113 

2 

92 

7000 

32.93 

37.90 

9.60 

3.43 

3.95 

93 

107 

1 

94 

7400 37.54 43.20 11.90 

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

3.15 

3.63 

85 

98 

1 

95 


► LOA: 19'0" ► Beam: 8'0" ► Draft: 16" ► Displacement: 

2,150 lb. (as tested) ► Fuel Capacity: 30 gal. 


HOW WE TESTED 


ENGINE: 1.8L High Output Yamaha DRIVE/PROP: Jet pump d 

GEAR RATIO: 1:1 FUEL LOAD: 15 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 200 lb. g 





RETAIL 




Id 1 


SI(^|Htnihng 

' VMI OtHamiKD 

iTnnYtu-tMTiTty 


prevents Alf'RB'f 


REPiBS DAMAGE TO YOUR SKEG 


$ 99.95 







T he All-New Sport series by Contender, 
consisting of our 22’, 24‘, and 28’ models, 
is our answer to your request for vessels 
that have the fishability Contender’s are 
known for, but with features and options that aliow for more famiiy 
and entertainment activities. This tmiy is the perfect package for the 
angler who wants it aii. 



Contender Boats, Inc. i 1820 SE 38th Ave | Homestead, FL 33035 1 1.800.645.2906 | vwvw.ContenderOffshore.com 
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Generation V 

VOLVO PENTA DEBUTS ITS MOST 
ADVANCED GASOLINE V-8s. 

U NSIGHTLY SCABS OF RUST ON CAST-IRON MOTORS ARE A 
curse that sterndrive engine owners - especially those who 
boat in salt water - have accepted as a fact of life. But life is 
changing ... for the better. 


The next-generation gasoline V-8 
inboards from Volvo Penta feature 
corrosion-resistant all-aluminum 
construction. That means no more 
rusty spots on the block, heads, oil 
pan, valve covers, intake manifold or 
even the exhaust manifolds. 

It’s an idea that outboard engines 
have employed for a long time to 
reduce corrosion and the weight 


of the power head. Volvo Penta 
first brought forward all-aluminum 
marine gas engines with its next- 
generation 4.3-liter V-6 sterndrive 
motors in late 2014 (available in 200, 
240 and 280 hp), but these are the 
first of the V-8s. 

Volvo’s new 5.3-liter V-8 weighs 
as much as 119 pounds less than pre- 
vious engines, but it offers stronger 
performance, thanks to a host of 
other advancements that enhance 
output, as well as increase durability 


and decrease maintenance. 

Based on the Genefal Motors 
Gen V (as in 5) engine platform, 
these are the first gasoline V-8 
inboards to feature direct-fuel injec- 
tion. Combined with variable valve 
timing, this improves low-end torque, 
acceleration and fuel efficiency. 

Standard closed-cooling features 
an integral heat exchanger with a 
corrosion-proof, lightweight compos- 
ite housing. Closed-cooling not only 
prevents internal exposure to corro- 
sive salt water but also creates more 
consistent operating temperatures. 

The 5.3-liter V-8 is available in 


300 and 350 hp. The 300 hp engine 
proved 21 percent quicker in O-to-30 
mph acceleration tests and offered 
8 percent better mpg at optimum 
cruise than its predecessor, according 
to Volvo Penta. The 350 hp model 
was 7 percent quicker to 30 mph and 
also improved mpg by 8 percent. 

Both V-8s can pair with the Volvo 
Penta DPS or DPS OceanX DuoProp 
drives. The 300 hp version also 
comes with the single-prop SX drive. 

Wide-band O 2 sensors on the new 
V-8s signal the engine’s electronic 
control module to adjust the fuel- 
to-air mixture to compensate for 
changes !n altitude and weather, as 
wel I as optimize for a wider range of 
fuel grades and blends. 

To simplify maintenance, Volvo 
Penta has placed all accessories 
( e.g., the ol I filter, fuse box a nd heat 
exchanger) at the front of the engine 
for easier access, and standardized 
the service points and common 
parts across its next-generation gas 
marine-engine line. That should 
translate to quicker routine service. 

As a result of precise fuel delivery 
combined with catalytic converters, 
Volvo’s next-generation V-8s are 
extremely clean too, producing far 
fewer CO and HC-NOx emissions than 
the stringent federal Envionmental 
Protection Agency standards for 
sterndrive engines. 

To learn more, visit volvopenta 
.com. - Jim Hendricks 


Engine 

V8-300-GE 

V8-350-GE 

Horsepower 

300 

350 

Max-rated rpm 

5,800 

5,800 

Displacement 

5.3L/323 cid 

5.3L/323 cid 

Compression ratio 

11:1 

11:1 

Available drives 

SX, DPS, DPS OX 

DPS, DPS OX 

Weight with DPS drive 

9961b. 

9961b. 


i^Honda’sNewBFIOO 

Featuring a 1.5-liter four-cylinder, four-stroke engine, Honda’s new 100 hp outboard 
features variable valve timing, electronic fuel injection, Boosted Low Speed Torque 
to advance ignition timing during hammer-down acceleration, and Lean Burn 
Control to maximize fuel efficiency. The BFIOO weighs in at a svelte 366 pounds. 
marine.honda.com - J.H. 



• Single-piece 
exhaust risers 
with 3-inch 
riser option 
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PHOTOS: (FROM TOP) COURTESY VOLVO PENTA, COURTESY HONDA 



W/ MERCURY BO-HP ELPT 
COMMAND THRUST 


THE BEST VALUE IN FAMILY FUN 


Nationally Advertised Price 
includes Instant Savings Dollars 


Lowe Super Sport pontoons deliver incredible value and reliable 
performance, with all the comfort-minded amenities you and your 
active family need for fim-filled days on the water. Lowe is dedicated to 
providing ultimate quality at an unbeatable price— so you get to enjoy 
maximum satisfaction. 


See loweboats.com for details 


''Nationally Advertised Price does not include 
dealer prep, freight or optional equipment. 








SHIP FLIPPERS 


The FUp[«ng Ships crew 
stands at the ready to 
bring an old, decrepit 
pontoon boat back to life. 
To these guys, no boat is 
beyond saving. ' 
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RESTORING A BOAT 
WITH THE FLIPPING 
SHIPSCREW 

By Heather Steinberger 

he old Eorester 
pontoon boat had 
been rotting away 
on a Sonth Carolina 
farm for 15 years. 
Nature had taken 
over, with weeds and 
hushes growing up 
around it in the field 
where, other than to stop 
bullets fired during its 
occasional use for target 
practice, it sat dormant. 
Still, its owners. Will and 
Melissa Merritt, were not 
quite ready to give it up, 
as the wreck was once 
a family boat. Given its 
sentimental value, they 
decided they’d rather 
spend their money on a 
restoration instead of 
on something new. They 
had an idea of what 
they wanted hut no idea 
how to start. So how do 
you bring a boat like this 
back from the dead? You 
call Edwin McCain. 
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He stripped the boat, 
pumped out the bad gas, and 
changed the spark plugs and oil. 
Soon he had a running boat. 
McCain says the experience 
lit a fire in him. He realized 
the country was full of 
abandoned boats that could 
be brought back to life, and 
he undertook his next project: 
a 50-foot Hatteras. 


the right people.” 

That guy was visionary Will 
Slane, and he turned to naval 
architect Jack Hargrave to 
design a new breed of fishing 
boat. McCain says he found the 
story deeply inspiring. 

“When you decide to save a 
boat, it doesn’t matter if you don’t 
know how to do that,” he says. 
“You make mistakes, you learn.” 


^^When you decide to 
save a boat, it doesn’t 
matter if you don’t know 
how to do that. You make 
mistakes, you learn. 55 


SONG OF RESTORATION 

I f the name sounds familiar, 
it’s because you’ve likely 
heard his voice at multiple 
wedding receptions in the 
late ’90s. The Greenville, 
South Carolina-based singer/ 
songwriter penned ballads, such 
as “I’ll Be” and “I Could Not 
Ask for More,” that were top- 
40 hits. He still makes music 
— and restores boats. Thanks 
to Animal Planet, McCain’s 
longtime hobby became a full- 
fledged business enterprise 
called Boats Have Souls — and a 
TV series Flipping Ships. 
In the show, McCain and crew 
seek out seemingly irreparable 
boats, like the old Forester, and 
bring them back to life. 

McCain, 46, says he’s always 
dabbled in boats. But his 
restoration inspiration came 
about six years ago when he 
found an 18-foot 1986 Chris- 
Craft Scorpion in a warehouse. 
He saw potential beyond the 
bad carpet and upholstery. 

“I didn’t have a boat, and I 
couldn’t afford a new one,” he 
explained. “My boys were little 
at the time, maybe 3 and 4. 1 
figured if I could fix this boat 
up, they could do whatever they 
wanted in it, and I wouldn’t be 
stressed about it.” 


“I bought it because, hey, 
the Scorpion was easy enough,” 
he says with a laugh. “I bit off 
more than I could chew. But I 
had to do it. Hatteras is such an 
American story; it’s what I want 
to believe about myself You have 
this guy that’s an avid fisherman 
— not an expert, but someone 
who wants to build a big boat of 
fiberglass. His friends thought he 
was off his rocker, but he asked 


Admittedly not an expert, 
McCain also chose to ask the 
right people for help. He first 
turned to his best friend, Robbie, 
who is a master mechanic. 
McCain also pulled in Howie, 
the detail guy; Doug, the rock 
star of paint and body work; 
and Wayne, the white-bearded, 
colorful demolition man. 

“Robbie and I had been 
doing projects together for 
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If you’ve got an aging or damaged boat that has 
sentimental value, you might be ready to tackle a 
restoration. Here are 11 tips to keep in mind. - H.S. 


I Take an inventory of 
your tools, and then roll 
up your sleeves and start. 
It’s that simple. 


O Clean the boat from 
iT stem to stern so you 
c^see exactly what 
you have to work with. 

^ Remove all the water, 
leaves and debris 
from the boat. Organic 
material is your enemy. 

11 Identify what’s 
T broken. Seat bases? 
Fiberglass components? 
The steering system? 

R Remove the old fuel 
Kj from the fuel tank, as 
well as the old oil from the 
engine and gear case. 

6 Remove the old belts 
and hoses on the 
engine and replace them 
with new ones. 

7 Check the through- 
hull fittings to make 
sure they are still properly 
sealed. Also check the 
seacocks to make sure 


they are in working order. 
Replace any broken ones. 

5 Look for cracking 
and crazing in the 
fiberglass around fixtures 
and fittings, such as 
cleats. Make sure load- 
bearing fixtures have a 
proper backing plate. 

9 Old boats may have 
lots of rotting wood. 
Check the deck floor, seat 
bases and especially the 
transom for sagging, rot 
or decay. Strip old wood 
out of the boat and 
replace with marine-grade 
plywood or a modern 
cored composite. 

Go to YouTube and 
Iwfind at least three 
step-by-step DIY videos 
that say the same thing. 
These guys might not 
be “experts,” but they at 
least have experience. 

44 Have a specific job 
11 in mind? Look up 
instructions in the DIY 
section at boatingmag 
.com/how-to/diy-projects. 


years,” McCain says. “Howie 
worked next door to me in the 
warehouse, and Doug had a shop 
in the complex, doing custom 
restorations and paint work on 
cars. I’d known Wayne for more 
than 20 years, and I’d often said 
he needed his own show.” 

In a twist of fate, McCain 
decided the Hatteras restoration 
might make a good film project. 
He took the concept to a Los 
Angeles production company, 
and it liked the idea. So did 
Animal Planet. 

Flipping Ships made its 
debut on Animal Planet in April 
2015, and, overnight, McCain 
became more than a musician, 
singer and songwriter. He 
became the boat whisperer. 

“Every boat is beautiful to 
someone,” he says. “And it needs 
to be with that person. You might 
think a boat is too far gone, but 
we’ll go all the way down to the 
hull and rebuild the boat the way 
you want it. Like it’s part of the 
family, because it is.” 

Some offbeat “family 
members” included a 1970s 
Yukon Delta boat, as well as a 
midcentury Sea King runabout, 
which Hootie & the Blowfish 
frontman Darius Rucker hoped 
to sell in a charity auction to 
support MUSC Children’s 
Hospital in Charleston, South 
Carolina. And there was a 
rare Airstream truck camper, 
which the team converted 
into a floating family retreat 
(incorporating an airboat barge 
from Louisiana). 

“The Airstream was 
probably my favorite because 
it was so kooky,” McCain notes. 


“If you’ve got good bones, you 
can rebuild it.” 

On the old pontoon boat, 
they did just that. 


OLD FORESTER, NEW LIFE 

I n the second episode, the 
team rescued that derelict 
Forester pontoon from its 
South Carolina pasture. The 
boat’s owner. Will Merritt, 
played football for the Clemson 
University Tigers from 1998 
to 2001; he also worked as the 
team’s color analyst for 12 years. 
To put it mildly, he’s a big 
Clemson fan, and the team was 
determined to transform the sad 
hulk into a floating tailgate hot 
spot — a “sailgater.” 

McCain says they began to 
see the diamond in the rough 
once they cleared out the junk, 
stripped the railings and side 
panels, and trashed the old 
console. The pontoons and 
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COUNTRY 

CROONER 


^ Edwin McCain is known 
' for his country music hits, 
but on Flipping Ships he’s 
shown a different kind 
ofcrafstmanship. 




the platform were still solid. 
Doug’s job was to fix the dings 
and dents, including the long 
scrape McCain inadvertently 
added to one hull when he 
towed the trailer around the 
warehouse. He used a slide 
hammer to pop out the dents, 
ground and smoothed out the 
scratches, and then primed and 
painted the pontoons with a 
custom orange he created from 
several toners. 

Next, the team scraped off 
the old carpet glue and laid 
in new carpet. (Field green 
so that this boat would be 
a reflection of the Clemson 
spirit in every possible way.) 
They fabricated aluminum 
railings in the distinctive shape 
of Memorial Stadium, more 
popularly known as Death 
Valley. They added an upper 
deck and a large scoreboard/ 
TV, and transformed reclaimed 
stadium seats into fishing 
chairs. They built a new 
console to accommodate the 
steering wheel, throttle and 
electronics; saved the couch 
frames and reupholstered 
all seating with Clemson 
colors and embroidered tiger 
paws; and even added fiat- 
screen TVs to the backs of the 
couches so fellow boaters and 
paddlers, even swimmers, could 
catch a glimpse of the game. 

Racing to meet their 
deadline (the final home game 
of the season), the team hung 
the engine; installed the custom 
galley with its Sedona By Lynx 
grill, sink, and refrigerator/ 
freezer/ice maker; mounted the 
TVs and side panels; connected 
the steering cable; and painted 
field lines on the fioor. Finishing 
touches included Tigers pillows 
and throws, barbecue tools, 
and tailgating items. Tigers 
fiags, and even an autographed 
football from the coach. 

On delivery day, the Merritts 
were beside themselves. Will 
Merritt observed that the 
finished product demonstrated 
McCain’s instinctive 



understanding of how a boat 
should refiect the needs of a 
family, creating a one-of-a-kind 
experience on the water. 


EVERY BOAT IS BEAUTIFUL 

f or each episode, McCain 
and his team of “gear 
heads on a mission” have 
15 days from the discovery 
of the subject boat to 
the completion of the project, 
including shooting. Fortunately, 
they’re able to take more time 
with the nontelevised projects 
that are more in tune with 
your reality. 

Some are fairly 
straightforward. Recently, a 
customer brought in a Boston 
Whaler filled with worms, leaves 
and rotten wood. Mice had 
gotten cozy in the engine. 


“We cleaned it down to the 
hull, and that boat was as solid 
as a rock,” McCain says. “Even 
the engine ended up fine!” 

McCain said he’s always 
eager to see what the next 
adventure brings. 

“I’ll be excited about what I 
find in this nasty, dirty boat,” he 
says, laughing. “It’s like, what 
the hell is thatT 

This country is littered with 
boats like the Scorpion that 
McCain found years ago, and 
the old Forester left forgotten 
in a field. They’re left outside 
because something broke, the 
owners never got around to 
fixing it, and now they think 
that perhaps the boat isn’t worth 
fixing anymore. But they’re 
wrong. As you get deeper into 
those adventures in restoration, 
you realize that all boats do have 
souls. Really. © 
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SIX HOT BOATS FOR LESS THAN SSO.OOO. byjeffhemmel 


There’s a rumor floating around that boat- 
ing is expensive. The builders of the half-dozen boats 
that follow would beg to differ. Offering a surprising list of 
amenities, yet never going beyond the $30,000 threshold, 


they represent some of the best values in the runabout, 
pontoon, personal-watercraft and fish-boat categories. 
Want to get in with the 30-and-under crowd? We’ve got 
some cost-conscious contenders. 



60 FourStroke burned a mere I aluminum skirting, a roto- 
5.5 gph at its 21 mph top j molded helm console with 
speed, enough to not only get | a molded dash panel, swivel 
you where you want to go but \ helm seat, aft storage pod, 
also haul the kids around on a | convertible Bimini top and a 
tube. Engine options for this j canvas camper enclosure. 

boat go as low as 9.9 hp. | — — 

I PRICE: $15,364 (with 60 hp 

YOU GET: Full-length i Mercury FourStroke) 


ABOUT THIS BOAT: 

Pontoons don’t have to 
be the size of a barge to 
party. Princecraft’s Jazz 180 
measures in at only 19 feet 
6 inches, yet still offers room 
for eight passengers on its par- 
allel bow couches, welcoming 
aft lounge and swivel captain’s 
chair. Personalize your ’toon 
with an optional high-back 
helm seat, upgraded uphol- 
stery with piping, sporty fence 
graphics, a deep swim ladder 


and a cockpit table that’s gen- 
erous in size. While you’re at it, 
don’t forget the Jensen stereo; 
it’s part of a Concert package 
that includes a smoke-tinted 
helm windscreen, and a speed- 
ometer, tach, horn and LED 
docking lights. Add it all, plus 
a galvanized trailer, and you 
will still have money left for a 
season’s worth of fuel. 


FUN FACTOR: Our test 
boat’s economical Mercury 
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SPECS: ►LOA: 19'6" ►Beam: 
8'1"^ Dry Weight: 1,465 lb. 
(without engine) ►Seating 
< Capacity: 8 ► Fuel Capacity: 

I Portable ► Max Horsepower: 60 

g — 

I CONTACT: Princecraft; 
d Princeville, Quebec, Canada; 

i 800-395-8858; princecraft.com 



it’s no surprise you can buy a 
PWC for less than $30,000. 

But we didn’t want to ignore 
the category and the VX 
Limited is value-packed. 

The VX Limited pairs a more 
powerful engine with a higher 
level of trim. Additions include 
unique colors and graphics, a 
storage cover with built-in solar 
panel battery charger, pull-up 
cleats, and two accessory pack- 
ages designed to appeal to 
active families. Contents include 
a color-matched inflatable and 
a tow rope, 12-volt inflator 
and tube holder for watersports 
fans, in addition to a ski tow 
eye, rope bag, dry bag and 12- 
volt plug. The boat’s standout 
feature, however, continues 
to be RiDE, a dual-throttle 
concept that uses the reverse 
bucket for enhanced control. 
Squeeze the reverse throttle 
at speed and the craft rapidly 
slows while maintaining steer- 
age. The system also delivers 
exceptional control during 
tight, low-speed maneuvering. 


The lighter, 
more compact 1,049 cc TR-1 
engine offers 13 percent more 
power than the engine it re- 
placed, but truly stands out for 
its crisp acceleration en route to 
the craft’s 50 mph top speed. 


Seating for 
one to three on a tiered, 
cruising-friendly seat, digital 
instruments, dual mirrors, 
watertight storage and also a 
remote security transmitter. 


LOA:irO" Beam: 
4'0"Dry Weight: 668 lb. 
Seating Capacity: 3 
Fuel Capacity: 18.5 gal. 
Storage Capacity: 24.6 gal. 


Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962- 
7926; yamahawaverunners.com 
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on a tube. The engine has enough 
oomph to get the job done. 





ABOUT THIS BOAT: Pon- 
toons lost their senior-citizen- 
only image long ago. Lowe’s Ultra 
180 Cruise is as equally suited 
to the stately cruiser as it is to 
the active young family. Our test 
boat’s 40 hp Mercury outboard 
handled the evening cruise with 
fuel-sipping finesse. The versatile 
layout carries up to nine passen- 
gers, split between the parallel 
lounges forward, twin swiveling 
folding fishing seats amidships 
and the aft bench. A standard 
9-foot Bimini keeps most in 
the shade on a hot day. Ample 
stowage with perimeter drainage 
gutters swallows up the gear 
passengers bring aboard while 
keeping moisture at bay. But if 
the kids get antsy with the sight- 
seeing cruise, take ’em for a spin 


FUN FACTOR: A 40 hp 
Mercury outboard will absolutely 
purr on that cocktail cruise, sip- 
ping a miserly 2 gph at 10 mph 
while barely nudging the decibel 
meter. The peak speed during our 
test ride was 18 mph. 


YOU GET: Gelcoated fiberglass 
console, a tinted windscreen, 
speedo, tack and trim, vinyl- 
wrapped seat bases, four-step 
boarding ladder and a 9-foot 
Bimini top. 


PRICE: $15,810 (with 40 hp 
Mercury FourStroke) 


SPECS: ►LOA:19'6" ►Beam: 
8'0" ►Dry Weight: 1,673 lb. 
(without engine) ►Seating 
Capacity: 9 ►Fuel Capacity: 

6 gal. (portable) ►Max 
Horsepower: 75 


CONTACT: Lowe Boats; 
Lebanon, Missouri; 417-532-9101; 
loweboats.com 
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Ranger is a premium fishing 
brand, but the Z175 makes 
ownership more affordable 
than one might expect. And 
you don’t have to scrimp 
on features to join the club. 
Forward, tournament-ready 
rod storage includes secure, 
dedicated lockers for rods and 
tackle. A Minn Kota foot- 
operated trolling motor is at 
the ready; onboard Dual-Pro 
chargers keep batteries topped 
off. What about the signature 
Ranger fish ruler? It’s located 
amidships for convenience. Re- 
tractable tie-downs offer quick 
access to stow and retrieve rods 
on the fly; nest rod tips in the 
gap between the helm console 
and gunwale. Rounding things 
out are a recirculating aerated 
livewell and baitwell with filter 
screens and automatic timers. 


Evinrude’s 


I E-TEC 115 boasts a great 
I power-to-weight ratio and is 
j notoriously stingy on fuel. To 
j wit, we zipped along at wide- 
j open-throttle at 45 mph while 
! burning just over 13 gph. 


Lowrance Mark-5x 
Pro GPS fish finder, SRS Soft 
Ride seating, power trim, 
premium upholstery, LED 
navigation lights and a Ranger 
premium trailer. 


$26,000 (with 
Evinrude E-TEC 115) 


LOA: 17'6" 

Beam: 7'6" Dry Weight: 
1,250 lb. (without engine) 
Weight Capacity: 1,200 lb. 
Fuel Capacity: 23 gal. 

Max Horsepower: 115 


Ranger Boats; 
Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453- 
2222; rangerboats.com 
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ABOUT THIS BOAT: Fish-and-ski 
boats combine two of boaters’ all-time 
favorite passions, but they don’t all 
nail the execution. Chaparral’s 18 H20 
Ski & Fish succeeds by offering family 
buyers flexibility and convenience with 
minimal hassle. In everyday mode, 
enjoy a comfortable bow cockpit, dual 
captain’s chairs, and an aft bench 
flanked by two jump seats and a 
comfy sun pad. Open the in-floor ski 
locker, select the plank of your choice, 
and you’ll be cutting the wake in no 
time. Are you ready to fish? Remove 
the bow cushions and one of those 
jump seats becomes a bow fishing 
chair with the standard trolling motor 
at the ready. Aft, the sun pad reveals 
an elevated casting platform ready 
for the remaining seat and that offers 


quick access to the 70-quart cooler/ 
aerated livewell. 


FUN FACTOR: Chaparral’s Extended 
V-Plane hull extends the running 
surface, increasing stability, shortening 
planing times, softening the ride and 
sharpening the handling. With a 135 hp 
MerCruiser sterndrive, expect enough 
acceleration for tow sports and a top 
speed just south of 40 mph. 


YOU GET: Wrap-around walk- 
through windshield, AM/FM Bluetooth 
sound system, gunwale rod storage, 
removable navigation lights and a 
trailer with a swing-away tongue. 


PRICE: $23,995 (with 135 hp 
MerCruiser sterndrive) 


SPECS: ►LOA: 18'4" ►Beam: 7'6" 
►Dry Weight; 2,420 lb. ►Seating 
Capacity: 8 ►Fuel Capacity: 25 gal 
►Max Horsepower: 135 

CONTACT: Chaparral Boats; 
Nashville, Georgia; 229-686-7481; 
chaparralboats.com 
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PHOTOS: (FROM TOP) COURTESY BAYLINER BOATS. 




The classic 

bowrider has long been the go-to 
boat for families with multiple 
interests, but, historically, the bow 
that gives the boat its iconic name 
has often been a crowded com- 
partment intended only for kids. 
Bayliner’s VR5 opens things up by 
carrying its 8-foot beam as far for- 
ward as possible, widening the bow 
rather than pinching it to a point. 
The boat gets a similar treat- 
ment aft, with the swim platform 
pushed back to reclaim additional 
space in the main cockpit and 
make room for a versatile L-shaped 
bench with a flip-over passenger 
backrest and a generous sun pad. 
Add the boat’s high freeboard and 
you’ve got a roomy, secure feel, all 
for a similar price you’d pay for a 
more cramped alternative. 


With a 200 hp 

MerCruiser 4.5L under the sun 
pad, expect a 4.5-second time to 


plane and a top speed in excess of 
46 mph. The 20-degree deadrise 
hull also predictably handles 
aggressive turns while not feeling 
over its head in the chop. 


Trailer with disc 

brakes and a swing-away tongue, 
a swivel helm seat, in-floor 
ski locker, AM/FM stereo with 
auxiliary inputs, a transom walk- 
through and seating capacity for 
nine passengers. 


$26,999 (with 200 hp 
MerCruiser 4.5L sterndrive) 


LOA;20'4" Beam; 
8 0" Draft: 10" Dry Weight: 
3,400 lb. Seating Capacity: 9 
Fuel Capacity: 33 gal. Max 
Horsepower: 220 


Bayliner Boats; 

Knoxville, Tennessee; 360-435- 
8957; bayliner.com 
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We spend a d<M on the 
water, bodtingoy app. 


BYJBFHEMMEl PHOTOS BYTOM KING 



C ^ hese days, we seemingly do 

r H 1 everything by app. We listen 
H to music, check the news or 

I download an airline boarding 

pass. All are just a tap or two 

V J away on that magical gadget we 

call a smartphone. Which got us thinking, maybe 
we could actually go boating ... by app. Make no 
mistake, we fully intended to have the real-world, 
outdoor experience, but maybe we could find and 
rent a boat, plot a course, check the sea and tide 
conditions, and even book a last-minute marina 
slip all with the same ease of use that one has to 
summon an Tiber driver. 

A quick search of the app stores reveal there 
are certainly candidates to get the job done. Apps 
have opened up a whole new world of possibilities 
in nearly every aspect of life, and enterprising, 
forward-looking programmers have stepped into 
the void to write the next big thing in code. So we 
downloaded a few boating-related titles and gave 
ourselves a challenge — we’d do everything in 
cyberspace but the actual driving and enjoyment. 

Locate a boat, plan a trip, keep tabs on the 
weather, and book a slip in real time at an 
available marina? Trust us, there’s an app for that. 






GetMyBoat 

Free: WeUppleApp Ire, liDDglePlay 


Highs: There are a wide variety 
of boats available in more than 
140 countries: in Uber-like fashion, 
peer reviews alleviate concerns. 

Lows: Owners handle pricing and 
payment: credit cards may not be 
an option. 




D ubbed the “world’s 
largest and fastest 
growing peer-to- 
peer boat rental and charter 
marketplace,” GetMyBoat 
currently offers access to over 
40,000 boats in 143 countries. 
That’s an impressive inventoiy, 
especially given that founders 
Sascha Momell and Raf 
Collado only launched the app 
in January 2013. Being sailors, 
the pair noted the tremendous 


number of boats sitting idle 
in marinas and knew well the 
high costs of boat ownership. 
Their solution provided a 
means for boat owners to 
offset costs, while allowing 
renters convenient and 
affordable access to the water. 

Using the app is relatively 
simple. As a renter, allow it 
to recognize your location 
(or provide it via the 
search window), and up 
pops a local map with all 
the boats available in the 
area. Use the provided 


filters to specify power, sail, 
fishing, nonpowered or 
even megayacht, along with 
price range and passenger 
capacity. Clicking on one 
of the numbered icons in 
the results reveals a photo, 
short description of the boat 
in question, and the hourly 
price range. Delve one level 
deeper for a more thorough 
description of the boat, any 
restrictions, what type of 
payment is accepted, and a 
button to reserve the craft. 
Reservation details follow. 


Using the app is relatively simple. 
As a renter, allow it to reeognize 
your location (or provide it via 
the search window), and up pops 
a local map with all the boats 
available in the area. 


with a pop-up calendar to 
confirm the date and hours, 
along with an opportunity 
to let the owner know any 
specifics about your plans, 
boating experience and trip 
details. Liabilify and properfy- 
damage insurance can be 
purchased for a nominal fee. 

While the concept behind 
GetMyBoat is peer-to-peer 
rentals, commercial rental 
operators are included. My 
boat ended up coming from 
Tampa Bay-area Blind Pass 
Boat and Jet Ski Rental. A 
representative contacted 
me by email within hours of 
my booking, confirming the 
dates in question. Arriving 
on the designated date, the 
boat was ready, fueled and 
waiting, with an employee 
ready to go over all the 
operational details, confirm 
the local waters, and answer 
any questions. Peer rentals 
may not always be as simple, 
but, like Uber, both owner 
and renter reviews are 
encouraged to increase the 
odds of a smooth transaction. 
GetMyBoat also encourages 
parties to communicate as 
much as possible beforehand 
to ensure a successful 
transaction during use. 


Navionks Boating 

OomktEEtfiaLoof-pfiption 

iigffllUionWjSiJKUland 

Ma):ApplEAppto,toglEPIfly 


Highs: Impressive level of 
details: frequent updates. 

Lows: Display can look quite 
busy: it’s more easily viewed on 


N avionics pioneered 
electronic charting 
all the way back in 
1984, and today it has the 
world’s largest database of 
marine and lake charts. At 
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St. Petersburg, across Tampa 
Bay to Anna Maria Island, 
and into the Intracoastal 
Waterway behind Longboat 
Key to Sarasota Bay. The 
most current detail far 
surpassed a paper chart, 
particularly in an area that 


Navigation features inelude route 
planning with ETA, distanee 
to arrival, heading to waypoint 
and fuel consumption. 
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sees semi-frequent shifting of 
depth, loose markers, buoys, 
etc. When we stowed the iPad 
due to rough seas in Tampa 
Bay and wandered slightly off 
our heading, a quick glance 
at the detailed chart enabled 
us to quickly get our bearings 
and correct course. 

Caveats? Navionics is 
free during a one-week trial 
period; a subscription to 
Navionics+ (including updates 
and sonar charts) costs $50 
to $55 for HD versions on 
the iPad and $10 to $15 on the 
iPhone. Subscriptions can be 
renewed at an approximate 
50-percent discount or 
users can continue to use 
the previously downloaded 
charts for free. Given the 
level of detail, we also found 
the app was best viewed on a 
larger screen. With so much 
available information, the 
display can look quite busy. 
Our iPad easily surpassed our 
iPhone for quality viewing. 


one time those charts were 
primarily found on data 
cards plugged into chart 
plotters, but today that same 
info is available through a 
subscription to the Navionics 
Boating app, including 
nautical and sonar charts, even 
local info provided by fellow 
boaters. App users benefit 
from daily chart updates, 
ensuring you have the most 
accurate info about your 
boating environment, as well 
as advanced options that let 
you highlight shallow areas, 
select depth shading and filter 
depth contours, adjust water 
level or target key fishing 
areas. Navigation features 
include route planning with 
ETA, distance to arrival, 
heading to waypoint, fuel 
consumption, and for iPhone 
and iPad (coming soon to 
Android), dock-to-dock auto 
routing based on chart data 
and navigational aids. 

Using the Route feature, 
we plotted a course out of 


Buoyweather 

Freetwo-day period, pfemium 

sutB[ription$M 5 pefpo[$ 1495 pef 

iiiootl]:App[eAppaore,toglePlay 


Highs: More specific than NOAA 
and has a reputation for better 
accuracy in wave height 

Lows: Long-range forecasts and 
expanded information requires 


W ith a boat rented 
and course 
selected, the next 
logical step was to check 
weather and tides. For the 
former we tried Buoyweather, 
an app that uses a global 
network of “virtual” buoy 
points to deliver accurate, 
long-range marine forecasts 
with wind and weather data. 
Users set their GPS location 
on the map and choose a 
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Poor Mail’s 
Performance App 


Looking to do some perfor- 
mance testing of your boat, but 
don’t have access to a radar 
gun and acceleration-testing 
software? You can get a diluted 
version of the same information 
through Strava (strava.com), a 
popular cycling app. Available 
for free downloaded from Apple 
or Android, or uploaded to the 
Strava website from numerous 
GPS-based cycling computers, 
like the Garmin Edge, Strava 
uses GPS to track your route, 
measure your speed, and total 
your mileage. When my GPS 
died during a Sea-Doo press 
introduction, i whipped out my 
phone, started the app, and not 
only recorded top speeds but 
also produced an informative 
acceleration graph. -iH. 


time zone and units before 
bringing up a morning and 
afternoon marine forecast for 
a two-day period, complete 
with wind and sea state, swell 
period, surface-pressure 
charts, and a link to further 
details on the trend for the 
coming days. A two-day 
period is the limit of the 
free version; upgrading to 
the paid version extends the 
forecast out to seven days. 
High-resolution wind 
forecasts provide a graphical 
look at conditions and help 
make informed decisions on 
upcoming conditions. One- 
click access is available for 
favorited locations. 


Tide Graph 

$l.99:AppleApplfE 

Highs: Simple, easy-to-read 
interface 


Lows: Currently not available 
for Android 



T ide Graph uses the 

harmonic predictions 
from literally 


Tide Graph 
proved great 
for a quick- 
look update out 
on the water, 
especially 
when entering 
shallow waters. 


thousands of coastal stations 
across the U.S. and forms 
them into a simple interactive 
graph. Bring up details, like 
the next high and low tide, 
sun and moon rise and set, 
and future tide predictions. 
With it’s large format. Tide 
Graph proved great for a 
quick-look update out on 
the water, especially when 
entering shallow waters. A 
separate app. Tide Graph 
Pro ($2.99), provides over 
6,000 U.S. tide and water 
conditions, and doesn’t 
require an Internet connection 
to update. Predictions are 
based on data provided by 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 



A s multigenerational 
boaters, the creators 
of SlipFinder know 
the frustration of trying 
to easily find and book an 
available slip or mooring. 
Over the years, they also 
noted the oddity of the 
occasional empty slip on 
a busy holiday weekend. 
“There is a paradox in the 
industry that boats have 
increasingly high levels of 
technology built in, and 
yet some marinas are still 
operating the way they have 
for the last 30 years,” explains 
SlipFinder’s Keith Cooper. 
“We’re using apps in many 
other areas of our lives. Why 
can’t we just book a slip or 
mooring from our phone?” 

With SlipFinder, you 
can. A still relatively 
young startup, SlipFinder 
currently offers a choice 
of 200 marinas on its app, 
primarily centered along the 
Northeast, East Coast and 
Bahamas. The company’s 
goal is to promote more 
active boating by ultimately 
building a network of 
marinas that will allow 
boaters to explore, “marina 
hop,” or travel. There’s no 
charge for marinas to sign 
up. Boaters pay the dockage 
fee directly through the app. 
Available results are tailored 
not only to the area, but they 
also take into account the 
dimensions of your vessel. 
Users will never show up to 
find their boat won’t fit the 
available slip, and marinas 
avoid the same. 

The app itself is simple 
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The My Slips 
tab saves the 
reservation, 
as well as 
previous slip 
purchases. 

An email 
confirmed the 
purchcLse and 
included the 
dockmaster’s 
contact info. 


and intuitive. I recorded the 
boat’s name and dimensions 
under the Boats tab, noting 
dockside requirements, like 
power and water, before 
using the Finder to search 
for results. Available slips 
and prices immediately 
followed. An individual 
slip’s status includes color- 
coding to indicate if the slip 
meets all your needs or lacks 
any specific amenity. We 
selected a slip at Longboat 
Key Club Moorings with 
a quick tap, noted the 
number of days, and paid 
by credit card. SlipFinder 
uses an established website/ 
app credit-card processor, 
and stores no payment 
information on its own 
server. The My Slips tab 
saves the reservation, as well 
as previous slip purchases. 

An email confirmed the 
purchase and included the 
dockmaster’s contact info. 

In our case, the marina also 
followed up by phone to 
confirm our arrival and make 
sure it was ready to address 
our needs. Upon arrival 
we contacted the marina 
via VHF, and a dockhand 
cheerfully greeted us at 
the slip. 


Animated Knots 
By Grog 

$41: AppHppife, Google Play 

Highs: Large inventory of knots, 
clear animation, advantages - and 
disadvantages -of each knot. 

Lows: There are many other free 



A s to everyday boating 
apps, we also checked 
out Animated Knots 
by Grog. Knots are broken 
down into categories. Choose 
boating and 39 popular 
choices pop up, with frame- 
by-frame visual instructional. 
Pause or rewind the 
animation to get a specific 
detail; select the Information 
tab to learn the various uses 
of the knot, along with its 
strengths and shortcomings. 

We assigned our 10-year- 
old first mate the task of 
securing our boat at the 
marina with a variety of 
appropriate knots, a feat she 
accomplished by watching 
the animation on an iPad and 
then mirroring the task. By 
the end, she tied a bowline 


better, and faster, than us. 

Extras include how to 
fashion a figure eight and 
Flemish flake, properly coil 
attached and unattached 
lines, splice, and even rope 


care and cleaning. The app 
also has a cleaner, more 
attractive interface than 
the Grog website, making it 
perfect to review on a phone 
or tablet out on the water. & 



Extras include how to fashion a 
figure eight and Flemish flake, 
properly coil attached and 
unattached lines, splice, and even 
rope care and cleaning. 
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G ARMIN GMR 
XHD2 RADAR 

Marine radars with compact dome antennas are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated, sensitive and 
popular, but radar systems with open-array antennas 
still offer the ultimate In target detection and range. 

- Jim Hendricks 




Among the newest open-array 
marine radar systems to hit 
the market are Garmin’s most 
powerful radars to date: the 


GMR 2524 xHD^ and GMR 2526 
XHD 2 high-definition radars. Both 
feature 25 kW transmit power, 
open-array antennas and a 


maximum range of 96 nautical 
miles. The 4-foot GMR 2524 xHD^ 
and 6-foot GMR 2526 xHD^ are 
available with Pulse Expansion, 
which increases the duration 
of the transmit pulse and boosts 
the target size for identifying 
returns at longer ranges. Pulse 
Expansion will also be available 
for the existing line of xHD 
open-array and xHD dome 
radars with a free software 
upgrade. The new radars also 
feature Auto Bird Gain^ which 
lets you easily locate flocks of 
birds, as well as dual range for 
simultaneous short- and long- 
range views. Both will integrate 
with Garmin’s GPSMAP chart 
plotters, combo units or 
multifunction displays. 
$7,999.99 and $8,999.99, 
respectively; garmin.com 



Boombot Pro 


Sure, many boats have cool built-in stereos, but lots of them don’t. 
Here is a great waterproof backup or an ideal unit for smaller, open 
boats, or for that day when your stereo is awaiting repair, it has a 
shockingly big sound and clear, crisp high notes. Auxiliary inputs 
or Bluetooth smartphone connections are a snap. Play music or 
stream Pandora right through it. it even syncs with Siri and serves as 
a speakerphone. There’s 2 GB of internal memory to store and play 
music without a device connected. Did i mention it’s waterproof? 
The kids will want to take it down to the beach when you’re at your 
sandbar party, so they should have their own unit. Use it in the 
shower ... or wherever. $99.99; boombotix.com — Randy Vance 


Ask 

Ken 




confused about 
ch transducer 
iquency — 50 or 
kHz — is best 
when using my 
sonar for fishing and 
family cruising. 


m 


e higher 200 kHz 
;quency provides 
Lter detail and 
resolution to track the 
bottom, as well as to spot 
fish, at depths of 300 to 
600 feet. It is especially 
useful in lakes, rivers 
and shallow waters off 
the coast. 

The lower 50 kHz 
frequency penetrates 
to depths of 1,000 feet 
or more. This makes 
50 kHz best for oceans 
and deep lakes. While 
lacking the sharper 
resolution of 200 kHz, 
the 50 kHz frequency 
offers a wider view, 
allowing you to spot fish 
and bait schools that the 
narrow-beam 200 kHz 
frequency might not pick 
up. Think of 200 kHz 
as a moderate- distance 
spotlight and 50 kHz as 
a long-range floodlight. 
You can get transducer/ 
sonar systems that offer 
both frequencies, and 
many displays allow 
you to view both at once 
in split-screen mode. 

— Ken Englert 


ASK KEN ONLINE 

For more exclusive 
electronics content, visit 
boatingmag.com/askken. 
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Custom 42'FSCC 

Seating 19, 20" draft _ 


Ocean Express bolsts the experience of time with over 35 years in design and 
development of fine offshore composite catamarans. Custom built to be yours. 
Models 22'CC, 25'CC, 32'CC, 34'PH, 36'Express, and 42'CC 








Factory direct: 810-794-5551 
9483 Smith Street, Algonac, Ml 48001 

www.oceanexpress.com 

info@oceanexpress.com 
Also contact us at WhatsApp: 810-748-7324 


POWERBOATS. INC 






Short Casts 

V J 



Ready To Roll 

The holidays are over, and a new fishing season is just a cast away. Prep now to 
be ready to roll come opening day. - Tom ScMicMer 

Make Cents 

Don’t lose trophies to dull hooks 
worth pennies. Sharpen all lure 
hook points now and replace any 
fish stickers that show rust. 

GetFresh 



Ice-Fishing Tips 

Many anglers pursue ice 
fishing after the boat is put 
to bed for the season, ice 
safety is a subject almost as 
ripe with lore and wisdom 
as fishing itself, it’s way too 
much to address here, but i 
will offer these three tips. 



Carry a pair of ice picks 
or screwdrivers. These can 
be used to pull yourself up 
out of the water and along 
the ice should you break 
through it. 

Wear a life jacket under 
your snowmobile suit or use 
an insulated “float coat.” 

Do not wear a life jacket 
while riding in an enclosed 
vehicle across the ice. 

For more ice-safety informa- 
tion, visit takemefishing.org 
and search for ice fishing. 

— Kevin Falvey 


Structure lovers, like largemouth 
bass, stripers, grouper and snook, 
thrive where dicey bottoms wear 
on your lines. Trim 30 feet off the 
braid to start with a fresh lead. 
It's best to replace any monofila- 
ment lines entirely. 


Catch Fish, Not Cotton 

Ratty guides slice lines. Check 
for chips or grooves, and inspect 
footers and wraps. Rub a cotton 
swab around the inside of each 
guide and replace any that 
catch fibers. 


Top Box 

Assemble specialized lure boxes 
for your favorite species. Each 
small, see-through plastic box 
should include just four to six 
lures selected to address color, 
size and working depth. 


Drag Cleans 

Use a dish detergent and a little 
lube to scrub all reels and ensure 
drags function smoothly. Drags 
that stick after lubing require 
tackle-shop inspection. Expect a 
two-week turnaround. 



Water Wolf Camera 

This may be the coolest fishing accessory yet. Tie this 720p underwater camera to the 
line ahead of your bait, add one of the cylindrical weights for stability, and it troiis like 
a torpedo ahead of your bait, capturing anything that happens. When a fish bites, you 
have it. If it spooks, you might be able to see why. When a hooked fish jumps, the camera 
is aimed perfectly at the fish both above and below the surface. It can run four hours on a 
charge and is waterproof to 100 meters without a case. Helmet, dash-mount or rod- and 
pipe-mount accessories are also available. One recommendation: Make sure the line from 
the camera to your lure tests less than the running line from the lure to the reel! $200; 
basspro.com - Randy Vance 
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QUALITY, PERFORMANCE. VERSATILITY. 


Unrivaled in quality, performance, and versatility the NauticStar 
277 Coastal/ Angler is the perfect choice for pleasure boaters and 
fishermen alike. NauticStar continues to innovate with this uniquely 
r styled boat series that merges family pleasure boating with 

serious salt and freshwater fishing. The 21 1 Coastal is loaded with 
features for exceptional fishability such as 2-livewell/baitwells, 
ample rod storage, and cast net storage, while the 21 1 

Angler has additional features for pleasure boating 
such as a swim platform, Bimini top, and 
W Infinity® stereo system. 


211 COASTAL 


211ANGLER 


a. 3-across aft seating with 
battery storage, 27-gallon 
livewell, and cast net/bucket 
storage. 

b. Wrap-around bow seating 
with dual fish boxes and under 
seat insulated cooler (with 
optional flip-out backrests). 

c. Optional bow table. 


NauticStar 


BOATS 


For your local dealer, visit our website or call: 


Factory hfstalMwitii 


(662) 256-5636 

NauticStarBoats.(Oin fvs*&Da 

Some photos shown with optional equipment 
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Starbrite 

Salt Off with PTEF 

$10.49; WESTMARINE.COM 

This iteration of Salt Off is premixed in a ref illable pump-spray bottle. To refill, 
use 1 ounce of Salt Off concentrate to one bottle of water. Star brite markets a 
number of products with PTEF, a form of Teflon coating, and weVe found them 
effective in blocking stains in deck washes and improving gloss in wax. 

OBSERVATIONS; it removed salt and suspended rust more quickly, probably 
due to a higher concentration in the premixed bottle. We would select this 
product for gear like reels, tackle and dive equipment. 


SPECS 

DILUTION; Prediluted 
QUANTITY: 22 ounces 
GALLONS PER OUNCE: Not applicable 

RUST PROTECTION: It slowed rust for up to an 
hour. However, 24 hours later rust was equal 
to the control steel. 


Salt is insidious. The damage it causes to 
the metal, paint and gelcoat on your boat 
is irreversible. That’s why boaters worth 
their salt who navigate in the brine wash 
their boats and flush their motors’ cooling 
systems immediately — with water at least. 

A PRIMER ON RUST 

There is a nasty little secret about rust and 
salt. Salt doesn’t really cause the corrosion, 
oxygen does. Salt is just there to speed 
the process. Rust, as any eighth-grade 
chemistry teacher will tell you, is a result 
of oxygen and iron molecules combining to 
cause iron oxide. Salt clings hygroscopically 
to steel and draws water to itself, which, 
in turn, causes iron ions and oxygen ions in 
the water to combine more efficiently and 
at a faster rate. That’s called oxidation 


and it looks like rust. On raw steel, rust can 
actually creep up in a matter of minutes. 
Long term, the layer of oxidized metal holds 
water, which accelerates the oxidization, 
causing the steel to pit and eventually 
weaken. Leaf springs on trailers are par- 
ticularly vulnerable to this corrosion. And 
it can happen to aluminum too, so arches, 
tops and the inside of many motors are also 
critically at risk. 

Yet water is the first line of defense 
against rust. Why? Because it dissolves 
the salt and allows it to drain away. 

Once the salt is gone, the water still fosters 
corrosion but at a slower rate. Fortunately, 
it dries quickly, and the process is slowed 
— but not stopped. Even when the water 
is gone, oxygen and iron still combine to 
cause rust and corrosion. 
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Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West, 
has affordable boat loan options that can 
help you get out on the water quickly. Our 
experienced consultants make getting 
your loan easy and stress-free, so you can 
look forward to what’s really important 
— enjoying your boat. Changing market 
conditions can affect rates, so act now to 
take advantage of our low APRs. 


Loan Amount 

APR* as low as 

Refinance 

$50,000+ 

4.35% 

New or Used Purchase 

From a Dealer or Individual Seller 

$25,000-149,999 

5.29% 

Purchase Locally or Cross-Country 


APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Lower rates with shorter loan terms are also 
available. Rates are accurate as of December 22, 2015. See our website for 
current rates and terms for financing Live-Aboards, older boats and loan 
amounts below $25,000. 


Apply online today, 
www.essexcredit.com/boating 
( 866 ) 377-3948 


ESSEX 

CREDIT 


NEW - USED - REFINANCE 


WE ALSO OFFER: Live-Aboard financing I Loans for older boats (1919-1995) I Loans for part- and full-time charters 


*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may ap- 
ply. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan 
term. Boat must be 1996 model year or newer; for boat model year 1996 to 2005, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan term based on model year, loan amount, 
loan type, and lender guidelines. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Example of a recreational use Boat loan: A 10 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. 
Based on an APR of 4.35%, this loan has 120 monthly payments of $566.04 each. 


Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender, til © 201 6 Bank of the West. NMLS ID# 1 91 1 6. 




BOATINGLAB 


HOWWETESTED 

There are several products on the 
market formulated to hinder cor- 
rosion. We wanted to compare the 
effectiveness of the product itself 
and its method of application. 

First, to test the applicators in- 
cluded in the concentrates, we filled 
each with the same amount of liquid 
and turned on the hose. We caught 
the mixture in buckets to see if the 
mix was accurate and to see how 
long the spray continued. 

The spray bottle is intended for 
more localized use, and we tested it 
for ease of use, controllability and 
appropriateness for the intended jobs. 

SALTYBUSINESS 

We used two flat steel bars and 
sanded them as bright as possible, 
removing rust. We taped off four 
sections of one bar; one section for 
each product, plus one for vinegar — 
a popular home remedy for removing 
salt that proved to remove salt and 
rust the best, but it allowed them to 
return far too quickly. 

We sprayed the steel bars with 
salt water and let them stand for an 
hour, noting the growth of rust. Then 
we sprayed down the test sections 
with the salt removers. The control 
steel was rinsed with plain water. 

We hoped to be able to observe a 
distinction between the water-rinsed 
steel and the steel rinsed with salt- 
removing products. 

HOW WE SCORED 
EASE OF APPLICATION 
CONCENTRATES: The applicator 
lasted a reasonable amount of time 
and treated enough water to wash a 
20- to 30-foot boat. 

Maximum score = 3 

SPRAY BOTTLE: The spray 
stream was controllable, not 
wasteful, and appropriate for reels, 
electronics and more. 

Maximum score = 3 

GALLONS PER OUNCE: 

Most = 3, less = 2 

COST PER TREATMENT: 

Assumed 15 gals. Most = 2, least = 3 

RUST PREVENTION: 

Demonstrated a clear advantage in 
inhibiting rust one hour later: 

Best = 3, least = 2 




COST/TREAT 


COST/TREAT 


wMi Ap plicator J 


West Marine 

Pure Oceans Salt-Off 

$41.99; WESTMARINE.COM 


Salt-Away 


I $52.99; WESTMARINE.COM 




Pure Oceans chooses chemicals and 
packaging to minimize the environmental 
footprint. A lower dye content means 
fewer inert ingredients. It contains PTEF, 
a corrosion and stain inhibitor. A surfac- 
tant foams to help the product cling. 

The lighter dye 

appeared more diluted but proved to be 
equally effective. Dual valves in the ap- 
plicator preserved chemicals at rest. The 
2- to 4-ounce-per-gallon concentration 
was unmeasurable in the applicator. 


The product contains rust inhibitors and 
surfactants to foam and lift salt-crystal 
applications, and clings to surfaces. If left 
to dry, it encapsulates salt, preventing 
additional corrosion. A rinse aid helps in 
sheeting action to remove spots. 

The darker dye 

persisted longer in the solution, offer- 
ing more reassurance but no additional 
efficacy in our test. The 2- to 4-ounce-per- 
gallon concentration was unmeasurable 
in the provided applicator. 


DILUTION: 2 to 4 ounces per gallon 
QUANTITY: 32 ounces 
COST PER GALLON: $5.25 

RUST PROTECTION: One hour after 
application minimal rust had returned; 
24 hours later rust was comparable to 
untreated steel. 


I DILUTION: 2 to 4 ounces per gallon 
I QUANTITY: 32 ounces 

I COST PER GALLON: $6.64 

I 

RUST PROTECTION: One hour after 
application minimal rust had returned; 

I 24 hours later rust returned equal to the 
I control steel. 




RUST 

PREVENTION 


RUST 

PREVENTION 


mmM 
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NOW 

ONLY 


$179 



The Daniel Steiger 


S.R.P 

$699 


75% OFF - (Saving you $520) 
+ S&P 


GRAPHITE 

BLUE 


ae: 

cs 




* Stainless Steel Case Infused With Luxurious 

Yellow Gold. 

* Blue Nubuck Leather Strap 

* Precision movement featuring day, date and 

* 24hr sub-dials 

* Water resistant to Satms (132ft) 

* 5 Year unlimited movement warranty. 


CALL NOW 
TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 
1-877 550 9876 

QUOTE PROMO CODE 

B062GR 

OR ORDER ONLINE AT 
WWW.TIMEPIECESUSA.COM/B062 


Timepieces International Inc, 12800 N.W. South River Drive, Medley, FL 33178 








TELEVISION 


CATCH US IN JANUARY UN: 
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SIMRAD 


'VOWEn-POLt' 





COSTA 


Viyw JTrfir 


Key'i<fet mSi «L <->v> 

SlMIViS. <► '^klbrdibsqalo HARDY 

MAHINE AUDIO I CalchMmnd. 


T CHARTCHS 
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COMMITTED 

10 

QUAIITY 

COMMITTED 


SEI : SECOND TO NONE 

A[l SEI drives and parts are 100% OE compatible, and its reputation for state*oMhe-art 
manufacturing combined with the most comprehensive quality control system and rigorous 
testing allows SEI to provide dealers and end users with the best warranty in the industry* 
It's this commitment to quality and to customers that makes SEI second to none. 



RePLACGMENT 

LOWER UNITS 

Starting at $345 


SEaiifi"' Shown, uplacM Nloat Marewv« H+4 Cyl. & S.OL our 

Mliira IIm of r«[riactifn*nt Lowar Untta pdooM visit our sh» at ShopSQ.nst 


SEI Marine Products has 

designed & source its own 
high performance 
line of these products. 


WATER PUMP 

ASSEMBLY 

Our water pump impellers are 
made of high quality, long lasting 
neoprene rubber. 


Our cases are CNC machined 
using a single fixture set up, 
providing precise alignment of 
all bores and other critical 
dimensions. All cases are 
chromate dipped and powder- 
coat painted, resulting in a 
durable and corrosion 
resistant finish. 


SEI prop & drive shafts are friction 
welded bimetal. The gear box end of 
the shaft is comprised of hardened 
alloy 8620, while the shaftend 
exposed to the elements is 17-4PH 
stainless steel. 


Our spiral bevel gears are cut on 
Gleason machines. The forward and 
pinion gears are made from a higher 
grade alloy to provide for extended life 


SEI Marine Products bearing carriers 
are made of die cast, anodized aluminum 


^OdocI 


COMPLeTE 

\ STERNDRiVES 
t. starting at $ 1295 


YOUR GEARCA5E Er DRIVE SPECIALIST 

813.925.7157 ShopSEI.net 


aElie^ CfMntilsta Btuwfi, MfliCnilser^ea Gsn II I/O. 




The three ^ear fault-free warranty covera any damage Epthe drive that require^ It to be repaired or replaced Including felLures reaultlng rrcm leckcf qIL, flahing line, impact, negtect, and other abuse. SlarndrEva Engineering, 
me, [SEIJ mapy lectures a stare cfrtva d« signed td rtplact Mercury Marine's MtrCrulser^, Alpha Onefff, R, MR, Gen II and Bravo Dnae slern drlvas. MerCrulsertff, Alpha One(B). Gen it, R, MR and Bravo Gnets are trademarks of 
theflrueawick Gerporatian. SEI haa na alfilialian with lha Brunawick CerporBlien. Cenaequenlly, any warrantiaa gevarning producia manufactured andfor aald fay Brunawick GerporatlDri wiJi not apply tc produeta manufacturetl 
andfof sold by SEI, erio products damaged due to the operation of an SEI product. Sierndrlve Engineering, Inc. Is not affiliated with Mercury*; Yamane®; OWC® or their producis. Any reference to (heir trademark a and trade 
names are for appFication purpoaes dniy. 



WeatherTechT 


American Manufacturing Done Right! 



COMPLETE COVERAGE FOR YOUR VEHICLE 


See our full line of Automotive Accessories at WeatherTech.com 



In-Channel 

Side Window Deflectors 

Designed in USA - Handcrafted in Germany 


BumpStep® 

Hitch Mounted Bumper Protection 


Accessories Available for 


Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 


American Customers 

' WeatherTech.com 


1^1 

WeatherTech.ca 


H European Customers 

WeatherTechEurope.com 


© 2015 by MacNeil IP LLC 







HARBOR FREIGHT 

T-.I.I n V j I M r.11 ] t-i I H k' j t.i'.'j j I rj 


SUPER COUPON ' 'super coupon 



We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


Hi 


Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. ‘Cannot _ 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside | 
Track Club membership, extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking 
lot sale item, compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, I 
trailers, trenchers, welders. Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, * 
Holt, Jupiter, Predator, Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking. Not valid on prior ■ 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 5/19/16. I 


WITH ANY PURCHASE 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT 
NINE LED ALUMINUM 
FLASHLIGHT 

LOT 69052 shown 
69111/62522/62573/65020 



12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP 
BATTERY CHARGER/ 
I ENGINE STARTER 

I. 

I LOT 66783/60581/62334 

60653 shown 


1 1019433 





Customer Rating 

□□□ 

illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli^ 

I 11006204 

LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
_ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup”on must be 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

900PEAK/J 
700 RUNNING WATTS i 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE I 
GAS RECREATIONAL I 



GENERATOR 

LOT 69381/60338 shtwi 


SAVE 

61 % 


72"x80" 
MOVER'S BLANKET] 



pmsBURGHBam 


stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 


1 1065065 


• ffirff COUPON- 



LOT 66537 shown , RAPID PUMP« 
69505/624181 ' 1 5 jQN 

aLuminum 

RACING JACK 


SAVE 

$60 


Customer Rating 


$6991 

(omp at I 

$17.97 


LOT 69252/68053 

62160/62496 

62516/60569 


3-1/2 Pumps 
Lifts Most 
Vehicles 
Weighs 32 lbs. 


i$5999 

I comp at $119.99 



Customer Rating 

□□□cs 


1 1006025 

LIMIT 9 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



1 1019849 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


$cjcjri 

$44^ 

comp at 

$168.97 

" LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
_ presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

1 1052605 




Customer Rating 


PITTSBURGH 

9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
rn COMBINATION 

^ WRENCH SETS 

SAE 

LOT 69043 
42304 shown 




Ibadlandi 

, Customer Rating 

□esor 


2500 LB. 

ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL 




LOT 61258 shown ' 
61840/61297/68146 I 


$0089 “Tn 
*03^ $259.99 


12" SLIDING COMPOUND I 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAWE 
WITH LASER GUIDE I 

cH.c*Go»Et55Tji.sf29 piece titanium 

LOT 69684 shown I NITRIDE COATED 


HIGHSPEED STEEL 
DRILL BIT SET 


* 


LOT 69684 shown I 
61776/619691 

MI/E 61971, 

5264 



LOT 5889/62281 
61637 shown 


1 1031244 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling , 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. , 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. . 

CBUTRALPfEDMATIC A'’ 

..a, HP, 21 GALLON 
125 P^l VERTICAL A 

AIR compressor! 

LOT 69091/61454 
61693/62803 
67847 shown 



comp at 

$59.97 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli^ 


• I mill mil mil Hill mil INN I 





comp at 


$499 


1 1064302 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight. 
>423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 


comp at $399 


1 1016202 


1 1 025059 


purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


by calling LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.v,u„, u, . 
coupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon 


by calling 
- prior I 


LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
""0-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon - 


purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. _ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 


Jn n r. D O 




METRIC 

LOT 42305 
69044 

YOUR CHOICE 

$599 

comp at 

$17.97 



5^' 


44" 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
ROLLER CABINET 


presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit t 




LOT 68784 shown I 
69387/62270 1 
62591 . 



Waul ^Maaten 

1000 LB. CAPACITY 
SWING-BACK 
TRAILER JACK 


! coupon per customer per day. , presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

" powder'free i 

NITRILE GLOVES , 
PACK OF 100 1 


!4VE 

U£.ua I . 

lOOll . Weighs 245 lbs. j SAVE 

$ 30999 ; 49% 

B8*CBIHiU.ia lompri $1029.99 1 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll •lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


‘d- 



$-|g99 


10169780 CM 04 

41005 shown lompct 539.94 


SAVE 
56% 

• 5 mil 
thickness 

HRRDY’ 


Item 

68498 

shown 


SIZE 


LOT 


MED 

68496/61363 

LG 

68497/61360 

X-LG 

68498/61359 




YOUR CHOICE 




I comp at < 

$14,971 


11053947 I 11057237 

, LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

. 00-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. , purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

• presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. - presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


1 1062268 

LIMIT 7 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ’ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. . 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 5/19/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. . 












□ □ □ Marketplace 



To Find s Dealer Near You 


The Easiest Boat Cover You'll Ever Ov^n! 


iB 

BiSiOia ^ ^ 


Compatible with: Baathouses ' Pontaons - Wakehoard Boats - Virtually Any Lift 


Push a Button 

and Walk Jway! 


MUniiCaitwmj H^s[ CJrtiDJv A.tnmsni-afwr Cfluarf 
i«HrJ9S18 


m 


ww w.T oiiehl^ssCover eoai 

EsdiKrt'i Da^ Tempariw Awilihle 


T(mr Fav&ritt Part of 
Boating Will Be PuUing 
the Boat 
iji Secoiubt 


THE DURABAK COMPANY 

www.durabakcompany.com 

Tel: 303-690-7190 


3 


♦ SLIP & FALL PROTECTION 
♦ PROTECTS AGAINST RUST & OTHER DAMAGE 

♦ GIVE & COMFORTTHAT NO OTHER 
NON-SLIP COATING OFFERS 

♦ JUST "PAINT IT ON" WITH A ROLLER 

♦ RESISTANTTO SALT WATER, FUELS & CHEMICALS 

♦ BONDSTO METALS, WOOD, 
FIBERGLASS & CONCRETE 

♦ AVAILABLE IN A VARIETY OF COLORS, 

TEXTURED & SMOOTH 
♦ WON'T CRACK, CHIP OR PEEL 




www.abysslite.com 
CALL: 954-772-2022 


With a touch of a switch 

TILT & TRIM 




You won t believe iLis the-same boat when you-experi 6f ) c« - 

more prop clearance, more speed, better boat handling 
’ ' and lower fuel consumption while" using— — — - 
' this #1 selling after market tilt & trim. 


800.654.3697 


Call for your nearest dealer 
CMC Marine, Inc., 3920 S. 13th St., Duncan, OK 


cook-mfg.com 
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Marketplace q 


FOR SALE 

2 MTU MARINE ENGINES 

in brilliant condition 


PORT ENGINE MTU 


MODEL: 16V4000M90 3650BHP, Blue Efficiency 
SN: 5271 05937 DATE: 2008 OPERATION HOURS: 830 


STB ENGINE MTU 


MODEL: 16V4000M90 3650BHP, Blue Efficiency 
SN: 527105900 DATE: 2008 OPERATION HOURS: 830 

ACCOMPANIED WITH 
PORT GEARBOX: ZF7550A(2.964:1) SN: 50026059 
STB GEARBOX: ZF7550A(2.964:1) SN: 50026060 

TWO FULL SET SHAFT PROPELLERS 

All the above are operating on the owner Motor Yacht & 
can be tested on board. 

CONTACT: Espresso MCPY, Mr. Yannis losifidis 
EMAIL: m.koutsandrea@kafea.gr 
TEL: 0030 210 6683300/-317 
MOBILE: 0030 697 2899106 



LESS MAINTENANCE -MORE BOATING 


Flexiteek is the highest standard of synthetic teak decking 
and it looks and feels like real teak. It has an excellent 
non-slip surface. Flexiteek does not require sealing or 
difficult ongoing maintenance and that means more time 
for boating. 

www.flexiteek.com • info@flexiteekusa.conn • phone: 954-973-4335 



www.wakespeed.com 



The Definitive Guide to 
BECOMING A LICENSED 
CAPTAIN 









CAPTAIN 


This guide will 
provide insight 
and information 
to help you 
easily navigate 
the licensing 
process. 


Sign up today to request your FREE copy at: 


goto.MarinersLearningSystem.com/SF 


866 - 732-2278 
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° Classifieds 




[ Professional Metal Polish 

i Marine Formula 
r No Acid, Ammonia, or Abrasives 
^ Removes, tarnish, light rust, 
oxidation, water stains, & 
superficial scratches 


Try Our Unique Formula! Fast and Easy or 1 00% Money Back Guaranteed 

I starglowusa.com | magicbling.com | 800-826-8139 


Multi Purpose Cleaner 
& Metal Polish 



ASiriB© 


ASTROs//p 

The Ultimate Coiled Bunk Covers 

^ 1 Piece Total Coverage 
« Extremely Durable 

* Makes Trailering and Launch a Breeze 

* Easy to Install 
4 No Water or Salt Retention 

* No Splices 


Dealer Inquiries 
Welcome 


14101 Industrial Park Blvd. N.E. « Covington, GA 30014 


Toll Free: 1-800-334-4474 « 770-786-2703 



Nautical Leather and Cord Bracelets 

Handmade and Individually Sized for a Perfect Fit 



AUTHORIZED 
POWER CENTER 


619 Canal St., 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
USA 

Ph: 41 5-453-1 001 
Fax: 415-463-8460 


GASOLINE/DIESEL www.helmutsmarine.com 


1 - 800 - 326-5135 



Prsmium Underwater Ltehting 


www.deepglow.com | (888) 871-3334 

For FREE Shipping Use Coupon Code; NBMJA 


BUY OR RENT 




PRgpucTS iHt;. 



Survival Products, Inc., for Service/Sales/Rentals of 
Aviation and Marine life rafts, and vests since 1974. 
Manufacturer for customers and distributors. 


The World’s 

• Smallest package 

• Lightest weight 

• Least expensive 


4-6 MAN 9-13 MAN 

4''xl2''xl4'' 5''x12''x14'' 
12 lbs 18 lbs 

$1510 $1960 


survivalproductsinc.com 

Made in U.S.A. 


New!!! FAA TSO Approved Life Rafts Available 

Survival Products Inc. 

5614 S.W. 25 Street, Hollywood, FL 33023 
954-966-7329 • Fax: 954-966-3584 
sales(a)survivalproductsinc.com 


CALLING 
ALL BOATS 


www.caboats.com 


A marketplace of 
For-Sale-By-Owner 
Power, Sail and PWC 
No sales commissions. 
Buyers/Sellers. 


Call 1-800-546-8457 


L 


Visit our 
digital 
marketplace 
for more great 
products! 

boatingmag.com/ 

boating-marketplace 
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Classifieds ^ 



NO MORE DIRTY WINDOWS 



The Venco Clear X “Window Polish & Stain Remover” Kit is 

an inexpensive and effective way to keep your windows looking 
clean and new. Rid your windows of impossible to remove 
watermarks, rust and mineral deposits. Even restore the shine 
to faded windows! 

In this kit, you will also get our invisible “Clear Guard Glass 
Protector” polymer treatment, which protects windows from 
dirt and salt water, making cleaning much easier! 


I Purchase Venco ClearX now... 

©WWW. vencoclearx.com or call 1-888-650-2585 


ATHENA PHER0M7NE10X' 

GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 


Dr. Winnifred Cutler 


Add to your 
Favorite Scent^ t 
4-6 month supply A/ 


PROVEN EFFECTIVE IN 3 
DOUBLE BLIND STUDIES 


10X increases your attractiveness to women. 

Developed by Dr. Winnifred Cutler, co-discoverer of human pheromones in 
1986. Ph.D. in biology from U. of Penn, post-doc at Stanford. 

Unscented fragrance additives. Cosmetic 
Will work for most, but not all. 10X for men $99.50, 10:13 for women $98.50. 

-n ^ a*u nu FREE US SHIPPING. 

y Don (CA) 23 orders. “I know the Athena Pheromones 

are based on substantial science. And they work to 
make women want to be in my company. At parties, 

I’ll invariably end up surrounded by women. The 

Athena Pheromone 10X claims are absolutely true. I love 
the product” Rec'd 7/3/14 


Not in stores. Reject cheap imitations. Call: 610-827-2200 or order online at 


Mail: Athena Institute, 1 21 1 Braefield Rd., Chester Springs, PA 1 9425 BT 



SAVE TIME 


Customer service 
is only a click away! 


Z> Change Your Address 
Z> Check Your Account Status 
Z> Renew, Give a Gift or Pay a Bill 
Z> Replace Missing Issues 


Just log on to: 


www.boatingnnag.com/cs 


BOA TING 



SPOIL 



this Valentine’s Day! 

Lots of hot styles and 
great packaging too! 


1 


FREE 

Gift Packaging 

with every 


It’s a gift you’ll 
BOTH love! 

1.800.GIVE.PJS 

PajamaGram.com 
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Following Seas 

By David Seidman 




4 Not up for whole books? Brush 
up on some nautical quotes. One of the 
best is there is nothing — absolutely 
nothing — half so much worth doing as 
simply messing about in boats.” 


If your navigational skills are like 
mine, you’ll appreciate these w^ords 
from someone named Anonymous: 
“How^ can I get lost w^hen I don’t know^ 
v^here I’m going?” 

Or the equally Zen-like “We’re all 
here because w^e’re not there.” 

From Dean Martin? “Any damn 
fool can navigate sober. It takes a good 
navigator to do it drunk.” 

Which leads us to “I w^ant a boat 
that drinks six, eats four and sleeps 
two” from Mr. Gann. 

I’m very fond of this classic: “It looks 
like frozen snot” from old-time designer 
and curmudgeon L. Francis Herreshoff 
when he first saw fiberglass. 

For even more casual reading, I 
prefer the classifieds. I noted that 
there’s a glut of old mega yachts 
in the Miami Herald. Looks like 
there’s a ghost fieet forming in South 
Florida’s back creeks. For the price 
of a well-equipped, new 58-foot Sea 
Ray Sundancer you can pick up a 
10-year-old 80-footer. On eBay I found 
a rare Donzi Blackhawk. A blacked- 
out 22 Classic with the disastrous 
Merc Blackhawk surface drive. The 
ovmer vail trade it for a Harley. In 
the National Fishermans back pages 
there was a 27-foot St. Pierre dory vath 
a single-cylinder diesel. Salty as hell 
but so unstable that it rolls gunwale-to- 
gunwale if you cross your legs. Another 
source is Messing About in Boats, a dirt 
road off the information superhighway 
that leads to ads for such nuttiness as a 
folding trailerable houseboat. 

So until the next time. I’ll see you 
outside the inlet, which is a much better 
place to be than sitting around with 
your nose in a book (and you can quote 
me on that). 


The Literate Boater 

A LIBRARY OF WET WORDS TO LIVE BY 


I ’M ONE-DIMENSIONAL AND HAVE NO LIFE BEYOND BOATS. 
Unless you know what a keel pad is, you don’t want to sit next to me at 
a dinner party. I’m that much of a total bore. This revelation of my lack 
of depth came to me after looking at my bookshelf: boats, boats, boats, 
oceans, boats, ships, boats, boats, and another few hundred on boats. 

Since you’ve bought this magazine, there’s a good chance that you understand 
my obsession. So I thought you’d like to know what’s in my library. 

Blue Thunder; How the Mafia Owned and Finally Murdered Cigarette 
Boat King Donald Aronow by Thomas Burdick. The long subtitle says it all. It’s 
good gritty crime reporting. 

Crunch & Des by Philip Wylie. Tales of a Miami charter-boat captain and his 
mate in the ’40s that are a lot saltier and more believable than Hemingway. 

Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K. Jerome. If Monty Python went boating, 
this is what would have come of it. It’s from England in 1889, and it still works. 

Islands In the Stream by Ernest Hemingway. It has one of the best fistfight 
and fishing scenes, and then goes on to hunting Nazi subs off Cuba. 

Song of the Sirens by Ernest K Gann. One of the great adventure writers tells 
of the boats (the “sirens”) that owned him. 

Not up for whole books? Brush up on some nautical quotes. One of the best is 
“... there is nothing — absolutely nothing — half so much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats.” It’s fi^om The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame. 
Tell the clerk at the bookstore it’s for your kid, but don’t waste it on children. 


BOATING (ISSN 0006-5374) (USPS 504-810), FEBRUARY 2016, Volume 89, No. 2. ©2016. Boating is published monthly, except July/August and November/December, by Bonnier Corp., 460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter 
Park, FL 32789. Subscription rates for one year (10 issues): $15.00 in the U.S., $25.00 in Canada, $35.00 for other international. Orders outside the U.S. must be prepaid in U.S. funds. Periodicals postage paid at Winter Park, 
Florida, and additional mailing offices. Authorized periodicals postage by the Post Office Department, Ottawa, Canada, and for payment in cash. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to BOATING, PO Box 6364, Harlan, lA 
51593-1864; BGMcustserv@cdsfulfillment.com; boatingmag.com/cs. Canada Post: Publications Mail Agreement No. 40612608 Canada. Returns to be sent to IMEX Global Solutions, PO Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B2 
Canada. If the postal service alerts us that your magazine is undeliverable, we have no further obligation unless we receive a corrected address within one year. 
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JANUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2015 

for details: glastron.com 


BORN TO DRIVE 


The GTS 207 is the ultimate driver’s boat. Classic styling, modern muscle 
and hairpin handling. For a driving experience only Glastron® can deliver. 

Join the legion of drivers at Glastron.com 



LUXURY MEETS 

OUTBOARD VERSATILITY. 

Well equipped starting at: $52,995 

Regal’s all-new 23 OBX is the culmination of luxury outboard 
powered boating. Combining the luxury and innovation that 
Regal is known for with the versatility of outboard power, the 
23 OBX is our way of rejecting the notion that form must 
follow function. 


regalboats.com/23obx 




